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PREFACE. 


THE  following  treatife  was 
written  in  Latin  by  Dr. 
Tronchin,  a  very  learned  and  a- 
able  Phydcian,  who  redded  many 
years  at  Amsterdam.)  where  he  prac- 
tifed  with  great  fuccefs  and  reputa¬ 
tion  :  he  is  now  returned  to  Gene¬ 
va ,  the  place  of  his  nativity,  and 
lives  highly  refpe&ed  by  all  men 
of  letters,  and  much  efteemed  by 
his  fellow  citizens,  as  an  honour 
to  his  country  and  to  his  profef- 
iion. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  make 
fome  few  additions,  and  ufed  my 
beft  endeavours  t©  give  the  tran- 
Jlation  the  air  of  an  original ,  not 
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from  a  vain  defire  of  decorating 
myfelf  with  the  plumage  of  others, 
but  to  make  it  as  acceptable  as  I 
could  to  my  readers ;  how  far  I 
have  had  the  happinefs  to  fucceed, 
muft  be  fubmitted  to  their  deci- 
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C  H  A  P.  I. 

Of  the  Belly-achy  when  and  whence 
called  the  Colic, 

OF  all  the  difeafes  which  the  human 
body  is  fubjedt  to,  there  is  none 
perhaps  attended  with  fuch  excruciat¬ 
ing  pains,  with  fo  many  perplexing  fymp- 
toms,  and  with  fuch  a  variety  of  dread-* 
ful  and  fatal  confequences,  as  the  Belly¬ 
ache  This  diforder  is  not  always  feated 
in  the  fame  part  of  the  abdomen  j  it 
fometimes  attacks  the  loins,  ilia ;  often 
the  navel,  but  molt  commonly  the  colon; 
hence  it  is  called  the  Colic . 

Though  Hippocrates  has  not  diftin- 
guifhed  this  difeafe  by  any  particular 
name,  he  was,  neverthelefs,  mod:  un^ 
doubtedly  acquainted  with  it : — gripings 
of  the  belly?  ahynutz  'jifi  o/j.ipaAop,  and  pains 
.  B  -  about 
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about  the  navel,  frequently  occur  in  his 
writings. 

Diodes  CariJIms ,  a  celebrated  phyii- 
cian,  who  lived  a  few  years  after  Hip - 
pocrates *  and  was  fo  eminent,  that  the 
Athenians  diftinguifhed  him  by  the  name 
of  Hippocrates  the  Second ,  calls  the  dis¬ 
orders  of  the  thin  inteftine  of 

the  thicker  s/a^f— as  may  be  feen  in  Cel- 
fus  de  Medicina,  book  iv*  chapter  13“. 

CaJJiuSy  however,  whom  Celfus  calls 
the  moil  ingenious  phyfician  of  his  time, 
was  the  firft,  fo  far  as  we  can  tell,  who 
gave  this  diflemper  the  name  it  is  now 
known  by,  the  Colic*,  and  valued  him- 
felf  greatly  on  his  having  invented  a  re¬ 
medy,  which  he  called  &oa mov ;  the  form 
of  which  Is  ilill  preferved  in  Celfus, 
book  v.  chapter  25. 

In  the  days  of  Celfus  the  disorder  of 
the  thin  inteftine  was  -  called  umk,  and 
of  the  thick  gut,  yiokizos  —  Galen  has 
alfo  diftinguifhed ,  it  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  $ 
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Her  1  and  Calms  Atireliamis>  in  his  def¬ 
ier  ip  tion  of  this  difeafe,  fpeaks  greatly 
in  favour  of  the  remedies  prefcribed  for 
it  by  Themifon ,  a  phyfician  who  flour  idled 
under  Augujlus  Cafar, 

Philo  of  Par fus,  who  wras  cotemporary 
with  Phemifon,  much  commends  his  fa¬ 
vourite  Philonium  in  this  difeafe.  This 
will  evidently  prove  Pliny's  miftake, 
when  he  fays  the  Colic  appeared  for  the 
firft  time  amongft  the  Romans  in  the  reign 
of  Piberins ,  and  that,  that  emperor  was 
the  firft  perfon  who  felt  its  influence^ 
which  occafioned  no  fmall  doubts  in  the 
fenate  and  in  the  city,  as  they  had  never 
heard  of  fuch  a  diftemper,  and  confe- 
quently  concluded  Piberius  made  it  an 
excufe  for  his  non-appearance  at  a  time 
when  fomc  publick  affairs  which  were  to 
bedifcuflfed,  demanded  his  prefence.  See 
book  xxvi.  chap.  1. 

/ 

In  this  manner  has  the  belly-ach,  firft 
called  the  Colic  by  Gaffim,  retained  its 

B  2  name; 
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name ;  Galen  adopted  it,  and  the  raoft 
eminent  phyficians  fince  his  time  have 
continued  it  down  to  us. 


II 


C  H  A  P. 


The  Colic ,  when  and  why  called  of 

PoiCTQU. 


/“TT""'  H  E  gripings  oi  the  belly,  and 


JL  pains  about  the  navel,  as  men¬ 
tioned  by  Hippocrates,  and  after  him  in- 
difcriminately  called  Colics,  and  at  length 
divided  into  different  fpecies,  were  dii- 
tinguifhed  by  various  appellations;  and 
even  received  their  name  from  the  coun¬ 
tries  in  which  they  appeared  moft  to 


rage. 


Thus,  for  example,  this  Colic  making 
great  devaluation  among  the  inhabitants 
of  PoiSlou,  about  the  year  1 572,  was  by 
F.  Citejius,  a  phyfician  of  that  province. 
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(who  wrote  a  profeffed  difcourfe  upon 
this  difeafe)  called  the  Colica  PiBonum. 

This  name,  being  once  eflablifhed, 
became  univerfally  received,  though  it 
equally  attacked  the  inhabitants  of  Bre*> 
tagne ,  a Santonge,  Engoulcfme ,  the  whole 
of  Aquitain ,  as  well  as  the  province  of 
PoiBou. 

P.  Dr  Get  allures  us  it  raged  all  over 
Picardy  :  and  in  a  letter  written  by  Pan* 
gius,  treating  of  gripings  of  the  belly  in 
confequence  of  fevers,  it  appears  that  the 
fame  diftemper  was  felt  in  Moravia ,  Si- 
lejia ,  and  through  the  greated  part  of 
Power  Germany  :  and  by  another  letter  ' 
of  Crate's^  who  was  phyfician  to  the  em¬ 
perors  Ferdinand  I.  Maximilian  II.  and 
Rodedph  II,  it  is  alfo  evident  that  it  was 
then  known  about  the  year  1582  ;  for  he 
there  mentions  a  palfy  happening  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  Colic . 

P  3  C  H  A  R 
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»  <  V  VS 

C  H  A  P.  III. 

The  Colica  Pictonum  defer  ibed. 

THOSE,  who  were  feized  with  this 
diforder  feemed,  from  the  fud? 
dennefs  of  the  attack,  to  be  planet-ftruck; 
they  became  pale,  cold  at  the  extremis 
ties,  loft  their  ftrength,  being  un~ 
eafy  both  in  body  and  mind,  rel¬ 
iefs,  languid,  and  heart-burnt,  attended 
with  lofs  of  appetite,  naufea,  belching^ 
aeruginous  and  bilious  vomitings,  hiccup, 
third:,  ftrangury,  burning  heat  of  the  hy¬ 
pochondria,  fo  me  times  without,  but  mor§ 
frequently  with  a  flow  fever. 

The  patients  complained  of  a  moft 
acute  pain  of  the  ftomach,  bowels,  loins, 
and  ilia ;  fometimes,  efpecially  in  the 
beginning,  the  ftools  were  frequent,  tho* 
not  copious  j  but  in  general  they  were 
very  coftive.  The  diftemper  encreafing, 

affedted 
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affedted  the  {boulders,  arms,  breaft,  and 
the  whole  thorax,  with  an  intenfe  pain ; 
fome  even  complained  mod  grievoufly  of 
the  foies  of  their  feet,  altho’  they  could 
move  them  tolerably  well.  The  pains  at 
length  remitting*  and  the  poor  patients 
thinking  themfelves  entirely  fecure,  be¬ 
came  fuddenly  paralytic  in  their  arms 
and  legs,  their  motion  being  totally  de- 
flroyed,  though  their  fenfes  remained 
unimpaired* 
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C  H  A  R  IV. 


"This  Colic  often  defcrihed  before 
Citefius  his  time . 


A  ULUS  LEG  IN  ETA,  who  flou- 


ri filed  in  the  year  of  Christ  42 o9 
or,  as  feme  others  think,  about  the  year 
380,  fays,  In  our  times  a  certain  Colic 
attacked  people,  which  was  attended  with 
a  total  deprivation  of  motion  in  the  limbs, 
more  efpeeially  in  fuch  as  furvived  the 
complaint :  the  fenfe  of  feeling,  how¬ 
ever,  remained  entire ;  and  they  by  de¬ 
grees  recovered  their  activity  again.” 

This  fame  author  in  another  place, 
treating  of  this  diftemper,  obferves  a 
peftilential  Colic,  as  it  were,  to  have  ter¬ 
minated,  by  a  feeming  unknown  fafcina- 
tion,  in  feme  patients  in  an  epiiepfy,  in 
others  in  a  pally,  the  fenfes  neverthelefs 
remaining  uninjured  ;  thofe  who  became 
epileptic  generally  died,  the  paralytic 
moftly  recovered. 


.Haly 
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Haly  Abbas,  an  Arabian  phyfician, 
who  lived  in  1122,  has  alfo  defcribed 
this  Colic.  cs  It  often  happens,  fays  he, 
that  feme  limbs  become  weak  and  ufe- 
lefs,  and  the  diftemper  terminates  criti¬ 
cally— I  have  feen  feme,  who  after  vio¬ 
lent  pains  of  the  Colic 9  loft  the  ufe  of 
both  their  knees,  in  others  one  knee  and 

one  hip  only  feemed  to  be  affedted  :  I 
have  feen  others  whofe  fcapulas  became 
entirely  motionlcfs  5  the  fenfes  however 
continued  uninterrupted/5 

Avicenna,  the  fen  of  Haly  Abbas, 
who  lived  in  2 145,  or,  in  the  opinion  of 
others,  1 165,  remarks,  that  this  Colic  often 
is  fucceeded  by  a  pally,  and  is  again  cured 
by  it — —and  is  in  like  manner  relieved 
by  pains  of  the  joints*— —In  another 
place,  he  fays,  the  patient  feels  a  violent 

pricking  pain,  as  if  the  belly  were  pierc¬ 
ed  with  a  fharp-pointed  inftrument ;  in  a 
Handing  pofture  they  complain  as  if  a 
needle  were  hid  in  their  bowels,  and 
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upon  the  leaft  motion  perceive  a  mo  ft 
intenfe  pain,  become  very  thirfty,  unfa-.- 
ti'sfied  with  any  drink,  though  taken  in. 
large  and  repeated  quantities  $  for  what¬ 
ever  they  drink  paffe-s  not  to  the  liver,, 
Becaufe  of  the  obftrudted  orifices  of  the 
mefaraic  veffels— Thofe  who  have  the 
Colic  difcharge  fasces,  like  thofe  of  birds 

©r  goats,  in  little  round  pellets — . have 

Bilious  vomitings,  becaufe  the  bile  is  pre¬ 
sented  from  palling  through  the  int-ef- 
fioes,  and  muft  therefore  neceflfarily  he 
difcharged  upwards. 

The  Colic ,  fays  Confiantinus  Africanus * 
who  ftouxifhed  in  1080,  is  a  violent  pain 
in  the  intefline  Colon ,  occafioned  by  grofs 
phlegmatic  humours  lodged  within  the 
coats  of  that  bowel,  arifing  from  fome 
ffiarp  acrimony— The  bowels  fee m  as  it 
were  transfixed  by  fome  fharp-pointed  in- 
Urument. — It  is  neceflary  to  know  how  it 
comes  to  pads  that  the  Colic  fhould  bq 
fecceeded  by  pains  of  the  articulations, 

John 
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John  a  Gadefden ,  who  flouriihed  about 
the  year  1300,  obferves,  that  the  Colic 
fometimes  terminates  in  a  palfy,  fome~ 
times  in  a  pain  of  the  joints,  at  other 
times  it  ends  in  an  epilepfy. 

Fernelius ,  a  French  phyfician,  who 
lived  in  1506,  remarks,  that  there  fre¬ 
quently  happen  violent  pains,  which, 
from  their  appearance  and  virulence,  are 
called  Colics^  and  yet  are  not  feated  in  the 
Colony  but  in  the  peritoneum,  or  in  the 
membranes,  which  ferve  as  a  covering  to 
the  abdomen  and  other  parts  of  the  belly  j 
thefe  are  very  grievous,  and  indeed  lafl> 
ing  complaints,  and  which  yield  to  no 
medicines,  fomentations,  clyiters,  or  any 
fuch  remedies  as  other  colics  generally 
do ;  they  arife  from  a  light  flatus,  or  from 
a  very  acrid  seruginous  humour  lodged 
within  the  cavity  of  the  membranes,, 
from  which  they  can  hardly  be  removed, 

James  Holler ,  a  Farijian  phyfician  of 
great  eminence  about  1560,  agrees  with 

the 
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the  anti ents  in  the  fame  thing,  when  he 
obferves  a  palfy  fucceeds  the  Colic ;  “  And 
tho’  this  feldom  happens,  fays  he,  with 
us  Parifians,  it  does  fo  more  frequently 
with  the  Britons.  A  certain  prieft,  aged 
forty,  became  paralytic  in  corifequence 
of  violent  and  conftant  Colic  pains,  of 
which  he  was  cured ;  but  the  pally  held 
him  fome  years  after. 

This  will  evince  us  of  Riolanus  his 
miftake,  where  he  accufes  Citefuis  for  af¬ 
firming  that  this  'Colic  was  unknown  to 
the  Parijian  phyficians  before  the  time  of 
Milo ,  who  was  phyiician  to  Henry  IV". 
for  Citejim  knew,  both  from  Fernel  and 
Holler ,  that  this  pain?  which  was  def- 
cribed  by  the  name  of  Bajlard  Colic ,  ter¬ 
minated  in  a  pally.  This  difeafe,  as  RP 
olanns  himfelf  remarks,  had  been  for 
many  years  endemic  in  Paris  and  Melun> 
and  known  to  the  phyficians  before  CP 
tejiiis. 

.  Salma/lus3 
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Salmafiusy  being  attacked  with  this  Co - 
lie  at  PartSy  could  by  no  means  get  any 
fatisfadtory  account  from  his  phylicians 
with  regard  to  the  name  of  his  difeafe, 
though  they  feemed  very  attentive  in  ex¬ 
ploring  its  fymptoms.  Citejius  pronounc¬ 
ed  it  to  be  the  Colica  Pictonum,  and 
recovered  his  patient.  At  this  time,  as 
in  that  of  Salmajhis,  there  are,  no  doubt, 
phylicians  who  fcarcely  know  this  difor- 
der  even  by  its  name. 

The  Colic 9  fays  Droety  was  indeed  epi¬ 
demic  and  fatal  this  year;  for  all  perfons, 
who  were  feized  with  it,  became  paraly¬ 
tic  or  epileptic ;  of  which  number  not  a 
few  died,  either  in  the  beginning  of  the 
difeafe,  or  a  little  while  after,  as  appeared 

in  feveral  hofpitals  and  monafteries,  the 

$ 

nuns  of  which  were  obliged  to  fave 
themfelves  by  flight  and  change  of  fitua- 
tion.  This  raging  tyrant  attacked  our 
citizens  only,  for  fifteen  years  together  : 
laft  winter,  however,  it  paid  a  vifit  in  the 

neighbourhood 
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neighbourhood  of  us,  and  was  fever  <9  y* 
felt  at  Abbeville  in  the  year  1554. 

Forejlus ,  a  phyfician  of  Alcmar ,  and 
who  flouri£hed  in  1 545,  tells  us,  that  in  ther 
year  1559  a  magistrate  of  Leyden ,  trou¬ 
bled  with  perpetual  G?//c  pains,  was  feized 
With  extreme  watchings,  and  a  contract 
tion  of  the  nerves  5  clyfters,  anodynes, 
and  quieting  medicines,  availed  nothing : 
the  pain,  however,  went  off  5  but  the 
contraction  of  his  arms  and  legs  conti¬ 
nued.  He  farther  relates  the  cafe  of  a 
perfon  at  Alcmar  who  had  violent  Colic 
pains,  which,  though  they  remitted,  ftill 
left  a  palfy  in  the  hands ;  the  pain  re¬ 
turned  on  the  flighted:  occafion  ;  the 
palfy,  however,  never  was  got  the  bet¬ 
ter  of. 

Platerus ,  a  phyfician  of  Bajil  in  1557^ 
obferves  that  the  iliac  pain,  as  it  is  com¬ 
monly  called,  though  in  reality  it  is  the 
Colic,  when  it  becomes  violent  and  of 
long  ftanding,  and  brings  on  a  train  of 

formidable 
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formidable  lymptoms,  arifes  (as  long  expe¬ 
rience  and  certain  figns  convince  us)  from 
the  bile’s  being  lodged  in  the  very  fub- 
fiance  of  the  inteitines,  which  it  velli- 
cates,  tears,  and  burns.— This,  conti¬ 
nuing  for  any  coniiderable  time,  or  a 
frefh  difcharge  of  it  (till  “  encreafittg, 
brings  on  thefe  obfciriate  durable  pains, 
which,  though  they  may  fometimes  feem 
to  remit,  return  again—— -T he fe  violent 
diforders  greatly  injure  and  di'ftarb  thb 
inteftines,  which  are  extremely  nervous, 
more  efpecially  when  the  bile  reaches  to 
the  fpine  of  the  bone,  and  near  that  part 
of  it  where  the  inteflines  adhere  by  the 
intermediation  of  the  mefentery,  and  af~ 

fedts  the  fpinal  marrow - the  conffe- 

quence  of  which  are  convillfions  and  ‘a 
pal  fy; 

Ballon ius  fays  it  is  impoffible  to  exprefs 
how  lubjedl  the  lower  venter  is  to  pain, 
which  yields  to  no  glyfters,  and  is  aggra¬ 
vated  by  violent  medicines,  Fernelins 


was 
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was  the  firft  author  in  our  days,  who  ob~ 
ferved  that  pains  very  frequently  occurred, 
which,  from  their  limilarity  and  violence, 
were  called  colical,  yet  were  neverthelefs 
not  feated  in  the  colon  ;  but  either  in  the 
peritonseum,  or  in  the  membranes  about 
the  abdomen  and  other  parts  of  the  lower 
venter,  and  which  neither  clyfters  nor 
other  medicines  could  remove. 

Spigelit/s ,  a  phyfician  of  great  eminence 
at  Brujfels ,  born  in  1578,  affirms,  that 
he  knew  many  learned  men  in  the  pro- 
feffion,  who  were  not  at  all  acquainted 
with  this  disorder  :  It  fometicnes,  fays 
he,  attacks  the  navel  downward,  fome- 
times  upwards,  round  about  it,  or  tranf- 
verfely  towards  the  ilia  and  loins ;  at 
other  times  it  feizes  the  whole  belly  : — - 
and  again,  the  pain  extends  itfelf  above 
the  navel  and  about  the  ftomach,  then 
tranfverfely,  binding  and  preffing  the 
hypochondria  like  a  girdle— The  patient 
is  coftive ;  the  firft  clyfter  brings  oft'  fome 

feces 
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feces  from  the  rectum,  but  the  fecond, 
nothing  more  than  a  mucus  diflodged 
from  the  inner  coat  of  the  redtum.  A 
certain  fenfe  of  weight  or  uneafineft, 
which,  nevertheleft,  is  not  attended 
with  pain,  is  a  fare  fign  of  a  relapfe ; 

and  this  becomes  more  and  more  trouble- 
fome  about  the  loins,  and  tranfverfe  epi- 
gaftric  region,  after  eating  efpecially.™ 

The  urine  is  acrid  and  fharp,  as  it  is  in 
people  fubjedt  to  the  (lone,  which  dis¬ 
order  it  frequently  is  taken  for,  as  it  is 
attended  with  a  pain  in  the  loins  and  with 
a  vomiting.  The  patients  moreover  com¬ 
plain  of  a  bitternefs  in  the  mouth,  are 
thirfty,  and  have  no  appetite ;  the  pulfe 
is  ftrong  and  full,  attended  with  inward 
fubfultus  or  catchings,  tremors,  watch¬ 
ing,  a  heat  of  the  prsecordia,  together 
with  a  continued  low  fever— which,  if  it 
be  of  too  long  a  duration,  brings  on  aeon- 

fumption,  and  this  is  preceded,  attended, 

C  and 
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and  fucceeded  by  epilepfies,  apoplexies, 
palfies,  and  convulfions. 

The  Colic  and  Pally,  fays  Roderic 
Fonfeca ,  a  Portuguefe  phyfician,  are 
very  nearly  allied  3  the  tranlition  from  the 
one  to  the  other  is  very  ealy  :  and  in  Ger¬ 
many  it  mod:  frequently  happens,  that  a 
palfy  fiicceeds  the  Colic. 

"James  Cahagnejius ,  a  phyfician  of 
Caen  in  Normandy ,  publifhed  a  fm all 
work  in  1596,  entitled,  A  Short  and  Ealy 
Method  to  cure  Fevers  5  at  the  clofe  of 
which  he  has  given  a  chapter  upon 
the  Colica  PlCTONUM. 

Sennertus ,  a  very  eminent  phyfician 
and  profelfor  of  phyfick  at  Witteberg ,  af- 
fures  us,  that  in  the  fpring  of  the  year 
1621,  fuch  a  Colic  became  very  epide-* 
mic  in  the  dulchy  of  Tefchin  in  Silejia . 
It  came  on  with  a  violent  pain  of  the 
head,  which  was  fucceeded  by  pains  of 
the  back,  feet,  and  all  the  extremities^ 
the  body  was  fo  coftive  as  to  refill  al! 

J  Kft  « 
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purges,  and  if  a  (lool  did  chance  to  come 
away,  the  belly  became  more  bound, 
attended  with  total  lofs  of  appetite,  and 
vomiting.  It  fometimes  ended  in  a  rheu- 
matifni,  but  more  frequently  in  a  palfy, 
or  epilepfy;  the  epileptic k almbft  alldied, 
the  paralytick  recovered, 

Nicholas  Pifo ,  a  phyfician  of  Lorrain , 
obferves,  that  palfies  generally  happen 
in  confequence  of  this  fort  of  Cokes , 
more  efpecially  in  the  northern  climates* 
Charles  Pifo ,  fon  of  the  aforefaid  Ni¬ 
cholas,  in  the  year  1596,  vifited  feveral 
monafteries,  by  command  of  the  car¬ 
dinal  of  Lorrain,  to  take  care  of 
the  health  of  the  religious  inhabi¬ 
tants  :  he  found  feveral  fo  violently  feized 
with  this  Colic,  attended  with  fuch  con- 
ftipation,  as  to  admit  of  no  flools :  others 
again,  no  ways  indeed  complaining  of 
pain,  but  fo  paralytick,  that  their  arms  . 
hung  dead  as  it  were,  and  ufelefs:  there 
were  ferns  again,  who  were  epileptic, 

C  2  lethargic, 
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lethargic,  and  opprefled  with  an  un¬ 
avoidable  propenfity  to  the  moft  pro¬ 
found  deep.  Seven  years  after,  he  at¬ 
tended  another  convent,  where  he  found 
many  under  the  fame  calamitous  pains 
and  ci  ream  fiances,  of  which  not  a  few 
died ;  others  became  paralytic.  This  is 
frequently  obferved  in  Lorrain ;  nor  is 
this  tranfition  uncommon  at  Mdun . 

Francis  Citejius  at  length,  who  was  a 
PoiBivian ,  and  phyfician  to  the  French 
king,  publifhed  his  book  upon  this  New 
and  Epidemic  Bilious  Colic  Pain  ;  where¬ 
in  he  learnedly  treats  of  its  origin,  lymp- 
toms,  courfe,  and  cure,  and  gave  it  the 
name,  till  then  unknown,  which  it  now 
bears,  the  Colica  Pictonum. 

One  Beauvais  an  apothecary  of  Ro«* 
chelks  wrote  a  treatife  upon  this  fubjedl 
in  French ,  chiefly  taken  from  Citejius . 


CHAP* 
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C  FI  A  R  V. 

*The  Colica  Pictonum  feldom 
defcribed  after  Citeiius. 

PHYSICIANS,  who  are  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  'frequency, 
obftinacy,  and  violence  of  this  diftem- 
per,  and  how  difficult  it  is  of  cure,  can¬ 
not  but  be  furprifed  that  fuch  an  uni- 
verfal  filence  ffiould  have  prevailed  with 
regard  to  this  fubjedt :  we  meet  with 
very  little,  if  any,  fatisfadiory  accounts 
in  the  writings  of  thofe  who  have  fre¬ 
quent  opportunities  of  feeing  this  dife 
eafe— In  this  obfervation  we  are  con-® 
firmed  by  Sydenham . 

So  that  of  all  the  phyficians,  iince  the 
time  of  Citejius ,  if  you  except  feven  or 
eight,  wdio  have  given  us  feme  hints  up¬ 
on  that  head,  there  are  but  three  or  four 

C  3  living, 
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living,  who  have  exprefsly  treated  of 
it :  Boerhaave  indeed  ufed  to  mention  it 
in  his  ledtures  j  but  he  never  profeffedly 

*  »  4-  l  s' 

wrote  upon  the  fubject. 

River  ius,  next  to  Citejius,  fays,  the 
bile  difcharged  through  the  veffels  of  the 
inteftines  into  their  coats,  and  by  them 
imbibed,  occafions  thefe  very  excruciat¬ 
ing  pains,  and  conftitutes  this  Colic, 
Jo  little  known  to  the  ancients.  It  is  brought 
thither  from  the  cyft  of  the  gall  or 
mefentery,  in  the  tedious  crifis  of  fevers, 
or  in  violent  ftrong  paffions,  or  fome 
other  external  caufe,  when,  upon  ac¬ 
count  of  the  obftru&ion,  it  cannot  be 
conveyed  through  the  common  paffages, 
but,  by  a  prater  natural  motion,  it  is 
driven  towards  the  abdominal  mem¬ 
branes.  Hence  arifes  moft  tormenting 
pain,  imitating  the  Colic,  which  con¬ 
tinues  for  many  months,  in  fpite  of  cly¬ 
sters,  fomentations,  or  any  other  me¬ 
thods.  The  body  falls  away,  and  con- 
•h  !  ; .  :  "  " "  ••  fumes 
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fumes  with  a  flow  fever;  the  pains  at 
length  remitting,  a  palfy  follows,  this 
humour  gradually  paffing  from  the  ab¬ 
dominal  membranes  to  the  fpine  of  the 
back.  This  palfy  chiefly  aflfedts  the  up¬ 
per  parts;  the  legs  become  very  painful 
and  uneafy ;  the  bile  at  length  affedting 
the  brain,  the  patient  falls  into  epileptic 
fits. 

Wepfer  gives  the  cafe  of  a  miferable 
wretch,  who  was  in  prifon  twelve  years, 
and  laboured  under  a  moft  fevere  fit  of 
the  Colic ,  and  palfy  of  his  arms,  info- 
much  that  his  fingers  became  perfedtly 
crooked.  Whenever  he  was  coftive,  he 
was  certain  of  an  immediate  return  of 
the  pain  :  he  was  cured  of  his  palfy 
without  recourfeto  much  medicine ;  but 
he  ever  after,  neverthelefs,  complained  of 
a  tenfe  and  acute  pain  of  the  prascordia. 
He  farther  obferves,  that  he  had  feen, 
during  the  courfe  of  his  attendance  in 
many  convents,  many,  who,  from  the 

C  4  violence 
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violence  of  this  complaint,  had  their 
navels  almoft  drawn  round  to  their  backs 
'—And  in  Alface ,  near  the  lake  of  Zell9 

in  the  dutchy  of  Wirtemberg ,  he  had 

- 

frequent  opportunities  of  feeing  patients 
a  fife  died  by  thefe  bilious  Colics  falling  at 
le  ngth  into  pal  lies. 

Our  famous  countryman  Dr.  Willis  re¬ 
marks,  that  people,  who  are  frequently 
and  violently  attacked  with  Colic  pains, 
become  at  length  paralytick:  it  often 

happens  that  we  account  this  confe- 
quentiai  fyrmptom  among  the  prognoftics 
of  this  difeafe^  for  patients,  who  labour 
under  thefe  mod  excruciating  pains,  and 
violent  fits  of  this  Colic ^  attended  with 
frequent  returns,  complain  of  erratic  or 
wandering  pains  in  their  body  and  limbs, 
then  of  a  nombnefs,  and  at  laft  become 
totally  relaxed.  We  have  fometimes 
obferved  epidemic  fevers,  the  pathogno¬ 
monic  fymptom  of  which  has  been  a 
Colic  pain,  after  which  the  loins,  and 

limbsp 
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limbs,  and  all  the  mufcles  of  the  whole 
body,  have  been  greatly  injured,  and  a 
total  palfy  has  enfued. 

A  perfon  attacked  with  the  Colica 
Pictonum,  fays  Mufgrave ,  became 
paralytick,  which  was  attended  with  a 
wafting  of  his  limbs:  he  recovered  at  firft,  ] 
and  the  pains  appeared  to  be  gouty — but 
thefe  pains,  which  were  unfettled,  at 
length  became  fixed,  and  were  attended 
with  a  red  fwelling  of  the  joints,  and 
proved  a  real  gout ;  and  what  is  very 
remarkable,  this  matter  being  carried  off, 
the  limbs,  which  for  ten  years  together 
were  feeble  and  withered,  though  not 
entirely  dead  and  ufelefs,  became  plump, 
and  gave  hopes  of  a  found  recovery. 

Scheuchzer  gives  us  an  account  of  a 
fpafmodic  Colic,  which  feized  a  whole 
monaftery ;  a  difeafe  very  rare,  and  dif¬ 
ficult  of  cure.  The  pain  was  truly  coli- 
cal ,  obftinate,  and  attacked  the  Colon 

i 

^nd  thin  bowels :  though  it  feemed  to 

y  •  ••  ■  '  ■  !  ■■ 1 
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remit,  it  returned  again,  attended  with 
frequent  inclinations  to  vomit,  lofs  of 
appetite,  conftipation  of  the  bowels, 
with  much  flatus,  heat  of  the  prsecor- 
&h>  burning  pains  of  the  limbs,  firft 
of  the  upper,  next  of  the  lower,  palfy 
of  the  arms,  an  •  afthmatie  refpiration, 
and  an  oppreffive  load  on  the  b  re  aft. 

Hoffman  obferves,  that  Colic  pains  are 
more  feverely  felt  in  the  thin  guts  than 
in  the  thick,  and  ■  hence  accounts  why 
they  are  more  fharp  about  and  near  the 
navel :  Hippocrates  called  them  Iliac, 

but  fays  not  a  word  of  Colics  > - now 

they  are  called  Colics ,  which  are  attended 
-with  horrors,  trembling,  cold  fweat, 
lofs  of  ftrength,  inquietude,  reftleffnefs, 
anxiety,  hiccup,  vomiting,  conftipation, 
tenefmus,  fuppreffion  of  the  urine,  fpafra 
of  the  urinary  bladder,  fever,  a  con* 
traded  pulfe,  difficulty  of  breathing, 
fometimes  with  a  delirium  and  epilep¬ 
tic  convulfions,  and  finally  a  pally.  In 

'  this 
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this  Colic ,  the  belly  is  much  compreffed, 
and  the  navel  drawn  inward™the  body 
Is  fo  extremely  coftive  as  fcarce  to  admit 
a  paffage  for  the  flatus,  or  a  clyfter;  and 
all  this  at  the  fame  time  aggravated  by 
a  heavy  pain  in  the  loins  5  and  the  peri¬ 
tonaeum  and  abdominal  mufcles  are  all 
violently  contracted. 

May  we  not  rank  the  Colic,  fo  well 
known  to  the  Japanefe ,  and  defcribed 
by  Kcempfer ,  in  this  clafs  ?  This  Colic  is 
fo  general  there,  that  fcarce  one  in  ten 
of  the  grown  people  has  ever  been  ex¬ 
empt  from  Its  effeCts  j  it  feldom  fpares 
one  ftranger,  efpecially  if  he  drinks  the 
beer  called,  amongft  them,  Sakki .  The 
name  they  give  this  diforder  is  Senki, 
which  tearing  the  bowels  with  pain,  oc~ 
cafions  convulfions.  It  is  the  nature  of 
this  Colic  tovellicate  the  abdominal  -muf¬ 
cles  and  membranes ;  and  the  Japanefe 
themlelves  are  of  opinion  that  the  caufe 

of  this  diftemper  is  not  feated  in  the 

cavity 


&%  COLICA  PlCTON UM  j  ©r* 

cavity  of  the  inteftines*  hot  in  the  very 
membranous  fubftance  of  the  abdominal 
mufcles*  'peritonaeum*  cawl*  mefentery* 
and  inteftines. 

Similar  to  this  Colic  y  is  that  defcribed 
by  the  famous  Linnaeus *  among  the  Lap¬ 
landers.  It  attacks*  fays  he*  the  bowels 
about  the  navel*  and  is  attended  with 
the  moft  fevere  fpafms*  even  to  the  very 
pubes*  and  are  by  much  more  painful 
than  the  moft  excruciating  torment  of  a 
woman  in  hard  labour*  infomuch  that 
the  poor  wretches  tumble  and  tofs  them- 
felves  upon  the  ground  in  the  moft  ex- 
quifite  agonies* 

Nor  moft  we  omit  what  our  celebrated 

*  !  4  • 

countryman*  the  very  ingenious  and 
learned  Dr.  Huxham ,  has  obferved  upon 
this  fubjed.  This  Colic  >  fays  he*  raged 
in  Devonjhire *  attended  with  an  uneafy 
fenfation  in  the  ftpmach*  violent  pain  of 
the  epigaftrium*  an  unequal  weak  pulfe* 
cold  fweat*  furred  tongue*  and  fetid  breath  t 


next 
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tiext  came  on  a  green  and  atrabilious 
vomiting,  together  with  a  copious  dif- 
charge  of  an  add  and  tough  phlegm. 
In  a  day  or  two  after,  the  belly  became 
coftive,  yielding  to  neither  purges  or 
any  other  methods ;  the  vomit  ceafing, 
the  pain  grew  intolerable  about  the 
navel,  loins,  and  fpine  of  the  back, 
fomething  refembling  the  Nephritis,  at- 
tended  with  fuppreffion  of  urine,  and  a 
fenfe  of  great  weight  in  the  peritoneum. 
They  mined  plentifully,  the  abdomen 
was  frequently  hard,  fometimesfpafmodi^ 
tally  con  traded.  The  patient  often 
complained  of  a  violent,  fixed,  and  burn- 
mg  pain  in  the  right  hypochondrium, 
a  ftrortg  pulfe  was  often  obfervable 
in  the  epigaftiium,  the  fasces  were  very 
hard,  globular,  and  fmall,  and  the  tenef- 
mus  very  troublefome.  Thefe  pains  re¬ 
mitting  for  a  ihort  time,  returned 
again,  by  attacking  the  whole  fpine, 
fhoulders,  and  moreefpecially  thefcapulaq 

then 
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then  affedting  the  arms,  the  hands  be¬ 
came  entirely  motionlefs :  the  thighs 
and  legs  were  equally  painful,  and  as 
the  diforder  fhifted  from  the  bowels  to 
the  limbs,  there  was  a  flow  fever,  feme- 
times  with  a  delirium ;  and  if,  through 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  the  urine 
was  pale,  and  depofited  no  fediment,  a, 
convulfion  followed,  and  a  pally  by  way 
of  woful  relief!  Colic  pains  did  not  al¬ 
ways  precede,  but  a  pain  of  the  limbs, 
and  then  enfued  the  pally.  Huxham  s 
account  was  publilhed  in  1739. 

Six  years  after  De  Haen  publifhed  his 
book  on  the  Colic  a  Pi  Bo  mam* 

Thirteen  years  after  that  again  Graf 
buys  printed  a  Medical  Diflert&tion  up¬ 
on  the  fame  fubject ;  tbs  difpute  be¬ 
tween  thefe  two  laft  mentioned  writers, 
however,  was  not  carried  on  with  equal 
vigour. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

A  defcription  of  the  Colic  a 

PlCTONUM. 

A  L  L  pains  before  the  time  of 
^  -*•  Citefius,  which  were  fucceeded 
by  palfies  or  epilepfies,  were  called 
Baftard  Colics,  now  Colica  Picto- 
num,  though  without  effectually  in- 
veftigating  its  caufe.  Phyficians  of  emi¬ 
nence  have  ever  fince  called  it  fo,  though 
the  pally  and  epilepiy  have  not  come  on, 

and  whether  they  were  curable  by  nature 
or  by  art. 

Some  hours  at  leaf!  before  the  fit,  nay 
frequently  days,  the  patient  complains 
of  a  heavy  troublefome  feeling,  either 

in  the  epigaftric  or  umbilical  regionj 
fometimes,  tho  rarely,  in  the  hynogaf- 
trie ;  neither  are  the  hypochondres,  and 
efpecially  the  right,  freed  from  it :  the 

6  loins 
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loins  are  alfo  affeded,  and  the  bowels 
too  are  not  at  all  exempted  from  their 
fliare  of  pain.  The  mind,  as  it  were  con- 
fcions  of  the  approaching  difeafe,  is  over¬ 
whelmed  with  melancholy;  and  refpira- 
tion  becomes  uneafy,  broken  with  re¬ 
peated  fighing.  The  eyes  grow  dim,  the 
face  pale  and  wan :  the  pains  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  are  feemingly  light,  and  intermit, 
and  are  not  eafily  diftinguifhabie,  as  they 
feem  the  effeds  rather  of  an  uneafy  fenfa- 
l]on_the  appetite  decreafes,  but  the 
third:  becomes  troublefome.  Alter  too 
large  a  meal,  the  patient  perceives  a  difa- 
greeahle  fullnefs,  attended  with  fome  de¬ 
gree  of  pain.  The  belly  gradually  grows 
bound  and  coftive,  the  urine  lefs  in  quan¬ 
tity,  a  loathing  comes  on,  the  naufea 
increafes,  and  the  pain  is  now  continual. 
Belchings  fucceeding  the  naufea,  we  are 
to  exped  vomitings,  which  feemingly 
give  eafe  for  a  moment  ;  but  the  pain 

returns  with  double  violence,  fhakes  the 

whole 
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whole  human  frame,  nor  will  it  admit 
the  poor  patient  the  comfort  of  a  mo¬ 
ment’s  fleep  or  repofe. 

About  this  time  the  Abdomen ,  efpe- 
dally  the  Navel \  adhering  as  it  were  to 
the  Vertebrcdy  is  drawn  inward*  A  fe¬ 
ver  enfues,  with  a  contracted  puife,  reft- 
leflhfefs  of  the  body,  great  anxiety,  hic¬ 
cup,  tenefmus,  fuppreflion  of  urine,  a 
foafm  of  the  urinary  bladder  and  anus, 
which  is  alfo  fo  contracted  and  drawn 
back,  as  fcarce  to  give  a  paflage  to  the 
flatus,  or  eafily  to  admit  the  application 
of  a  clyfter.  The  body  becomes  emaciat¬ 
ed,  and  perceivably  falls  away;  the  voice 
is  weak,  rough,  and  fiaarp ;  fometimes 
it  is  entirely  loft. 

Befldes  thefe  Colic  pains,  the  joints  al¬ 
fo  are  attacked  with  burning  pains,  firft 
in  the  upper,  then  in  the  lower  parts; 
the  Colic  at  that  time  is  milder  and 
more  tolerable.  The  patient,  deceived  by 
this  favourable  appearance,  and  flatter- 

D  inp" 
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ing  himfelf  with  a  fpeedy  recovery,  all 
at  once  finds  his  limbs  forfake  him, 
and,  in  a  very  Abort  time  after,  be¬ 
comes  paralytick.  Nor  is  this  the  only 

wretched  confequence  of  this  deplora¬ 
ble  diftemper — -for  very  often  a  difficulty 
of  breathing  coming  on,  with  a  tingling 
of  the  ears,  a  dimnefs  of  fight,  and 
fmall  nubecute  and  fparks  of  fire  floating 
before  the  eyes,  portend  an  epilepfy, 
with  total  lofs  of  every  external  and  in¬ 
ternal  fenfe.  The  whole  animal  machine 
becomes  convulfed  :  the  convulfion 

does  not  continue  fo  long  even  in  the 
true  epilepfy.  I  have  feen  them  hold  in 
a  mod  furprifing  manner,  for  eighteen 
hours  together,  after  a  fit  of  the  Colic , 

in  a  gentleman, who  yet?  notwithstanding, 
recovered.  I  once  attended  a  magiftrate, 
in  whom  thefe  convulfive  motions  lafted 
above  forty  hours,  but  he  died :  this 
gentleman,  eight  days  before  his  death, 
became  hydrophobous . 
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CHAP.  VII. 

xi he  immediate  Caufe  of  the  Colica 

Pi  CTONUM. 

WE  know  from  medical  obferva- 
tion,  that  the  remote  caufes  of 
this  Colic  are  manifold,  as  will  appear 
hereafter,  when  we  come  to  treat  of 
them  :  as  to  the  immediate  caufe,  it  is 
univerfally  allowed,  that  all  the  contents 
of  the  abdomen,  as  well  as  the  contain¬ 
ing  parts  of  the  human  body,  are  every 
where  richly  furnifhed  with  nerves,  and 
are  confequently  mod  fenfible  of  pain, 
Thefe  nerves,  as  we  fhall  make  it  appear 
in  the  proper  place,  in  their  differenc 
produ&ions,  expanfions,  divifions,  fub- 
divifions,  &c.  communicate  with  all  the 
other  nerves  of  the  human  body,  and 
are  called  fympathic :  they  have  a  mu¬ 
tual  and  uninterrupted  dependence  one 
upon  the  other,  from  the  fm ailed  branch 
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to  the  largeft  ramification.  The  nerves 
therefore  being  univerfaily  diffeminated 
over  all  the  vifcera,  penetrate  them  on 
all  Tides  >  nor  is  there  any  the  lead; 
point  in  which  they  are  deficient*  efpe- 
daily  in  thofe  parts  of  the  body  where 
they  take  their  origination.  This  amaz¬ 
ing  provifion  of  nerves  in  the  intefiines 
and  mefentery  furnishing  the  inward  mem¬ 
branes  of  them  with  an  infinite  number 
of  villi,  papilla,  and  fphinclerula,  give  it 
alfo  wonderful  plexufes,  which  are  the 
chief  inftruments  of  fenfation,  confent* 

1 

and  motion. 

Thefe  nerves  in  the  vifcera,  efpecially 
in  the  intefiines  and  mefentery,  every 
where  to  be  met  with*  render  thofe  parts 
which  they  irradiate  exquifitely  fen- 
fible  of  pain ;  and  here  it  is  we  are  to 
look  for  the  proximate  caufe  of  this 
Colic :  for  the  nerves  being  irritated 
and  drawn  up,  beget  a  phyfical  diathejis, 
whereby  the  mind  is  made  fenfible  of 

pain. 
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pain.  This  diathefis ,  continuing  long 
enough,  will  neceflfarily  afFedt  the 
nerves,  which  are  in  concert  with  thefe 
already  irritated  ;  and  this  obftinate  irri¬ 
tation  influences  the  reft,  and  brings  on 
fpafms,  convulsions,  epilepfies,  palfies, 
coma,  lethargy,  apoplexy,  and  death. 

The  adtive  organic  parts  being  rendered 
paffive  by  the  addon  and  continual  con- 
vulflon  of  the  nerves,  renders  them  un¬ 
fit  for lecretion  or  excretion;  the  veilels, 
Straitened  by  the  nervous  cords,  neither 
receive  or  difcharge  any  thing  ;  io  that 
the  fame  caufe  which  prevents  exhala¬ 
tion,  obftrudts  inhalation  :  the  dried 
and  juicelefs  parts,  therefore,  become 
Shriveled  up,  having  no  moifture  to 
nourish,  or  mucus  to  lubricate  them. 
As  the  veflels  are.  So  are  the  glands ; 
neither  can  fecrete  a  mild  and  benign 
humour,  which  they  never  received. 
Thence  the  body  becomes  dry,  and,  at 

length,  broken  down  with  pain,  and,  for 
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want  of  due  nourifhment,  languifhes* 
decays,  and  leaves  nothing  but  the  fkin 
hanging  on  the  bones. 

C  H  A  P.  VIII. 

The  remote  Caufes  of  the  Colica 

PlCTONUM. 

TH  E  proximate  caufe  of  this  pain¬ 
ful  difeafe  produces  the  many 
other  remote  ones,  which,  upon  a  dole 
attention  to  the  diforder,  may  be  re¬ 
duced  to  the  following : 

Firft.  To  the  remains  of  fevers  car¬ 
ried  off  by  an  imperfect  ends,  or  not 
well  cured. 

Secondly.  To  poifons. 

Thirdly.  To  the  too  free  a  ufe  of 
wine,  or  of  acid-auftere  fermented  li« 
guors,  or  of  unripe  acid  fruits. 

Fourthly.  To  the  gout  or  rheumatifm. 

/ 

fifthly.  To  an  obftrudted  perfpiration. 
Sixthly.  To  the  icurvy. 

Sc- 
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Seventhly,  To  melancholy. 

Eighthly,  and  Laftly.  To  the  paffions 
of  the  mind. 

CHAP.  IX. 

The  firji  remote  Caufe ;  the  Re¬ 
mains  of  Fevers  carried  off  by 
an  imperfeff  Crifis ,  or  not  well 
cured. 

r  jpH  I  S  caufe,  fo  perfectly  known 
JL  to  Fernelius  and  others,  very  fre¬ 
emen  tly  occurs  now-a-days.  He  fays,  Ex- 
quifite  Colic  pains  fucceed  fevers  of  long 
{landing,  and  other  bilious  difeafes,  and 
are  not  eafily  cured  ;  for  nature,  at¬ 
tempting  a  crifis,  and  to  evacuate  the 
morbific  matter  by  ftools,  not  finding  a 
ready  and  quiet  paffage  that  way,  turns 
it  from  the  veins  and  vifcera  upon  the 
membranes ;  whence,  pains  ante  much 
more  terrible  than  the  difeale  itfelf.  He 
further  obferves,  that  continual  and  ter- 
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tian  fevers,  nay,  frequently  quartans, 
terminated  in  thefe  pains,  and  grew 
more  violent  at  certain  periods,  which 
came  on  in  regular  fuccefiion. 

Ballonius  was  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  this  diftemper.  He  remarks,  that 
he  had  frequently  feen  it  after  long, 
tedious,  continual  fevers,  where  a  {harp 
and  asruginous  humour,  long  lodged  in 
the  vifcera,  had  opened  itfelf  a  paffage 
into  the  abdomen  or  peritonaeum.  This, 
he  farther  obferves,  he  efpecially  re¬ 
marked  in  thofe  who,  tired  out  by  the 
continuance  of  their  fevers,  and  anxious 
to  get  rid  of  them  as  foon  as  poffible, 
ufed  to  apply  to  old  women,  quacks, 
and  empiricks,  who,  checking  and  ob- 
ftruddng  the  humours,  brought  on  pains 
more  terrible  than  the  former. 

Spigelius  very  judicioufly  informs  us, 
that  after  femitertian  fevers  efpecially, 
thefe  pains  happen  frequently;  for  nature 
throwing  the  bilious  matter  upon  the 

in-? 
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mteftines,  endeavours  at  acrifis;  which 
not  being  able  to  bring  about,  fhe  fets 
the  noxious  humours  afloat,  which  fhe 
cannot  expel,  not  becaufe  (he  is  unable 
to  loofen  them,  but  becaufe  the  parts 
are  too  conftringed  and  obftrudted  to 
admit  a  free  paflage  to  the  putrid  bile, 
A  diarrhea  coming  on,  carries  off  the 
pain,  which,  if  checked,  will  greatly  ag¬ 
gravate  it. 

Charles  Pifo  obferved  the  fame  thing 
after  tertian  and  continual  fevers.  A 
young  man,  fays  he,  had  a  tertian  fever* 
which  became  continual  ;  pains  of  the 
belly  fucceeded,  which  lafted  forty  days ; 
he  foretold  a  palfy  of  the  arms  eight 
before  it  happened.  In  1617,  he  obferw- 
ed  the  fame  thing  in  many  perfons  who 
had  been  attacked  with  quartan  fevers. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  fummer, 
lays  Gitefnisy  bilious  intermittent  fevers, 
which  were  not  thoroughly  removed,  or 
had  an  imperfedl  crifis,  degenerated  into 
Colics .  Ri* 
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River  ins  remarks,  that  the  bile  dif- 
charged  by  the  veffels  of  the  inteftines 
upon  their  coats,  and  abforbed  by  them, 
occafion  moft  terrible  pains,  it  being 
t  ran  dated  thither  from  the  gall  bladder 
or  mefentery  during  the  tedious  crifis  of 
fevers. 

ffliilh  is  clear  in  his  opinion  that 
Colics  will  frequently  happen  in  long  in¬ 
termitting  and  continual  fevers  which 
have  not  been  perfedtly  judged ;  nay,  that 
the  colic  pain  is  a  pathognomonic  fymp- 
tom  very  common  in  epidemic  fevers. 

A  bilious  fever  became  fo  univerfa! 
and  fo  fatal  at  Amfierdam ,  in  the  year 
3727,  as  filled  many  perfons  with  the 
apprehenfions  of  a  plague  :  abroad  in¬ 
deed  it  was  fufpefted  to  be  fo.  Kept  un¬ 
der  by  the  bark,  the  putrid  bile  being 
predominant,  fo  infedted  the  mefentery 
and  coats  of  the  inteftines,  that  the 
Colica  Pxctonum  became  a  pathogno- 
monic  fymptom  of  the  foregoing  fever. 

The 
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The  remains  of  the  difeafe  making  fome 
ravage  for  years  after,  afforded  the  phy¬ 
sicians  a  perfedt  infight  into  its  nature, 
though  they  were  not  fo  well  acquainted 
with  the  curative  part.  The  poor 
wretches  were  feen  wandering  up  and 
down  the  ftreets,  like  fo  many  ghofts, 
weak,  pale,  and  ghaffiy,  with  their 
hands  diftorted  and  pendulous,  their 
voice  languid  and  fhrill  :  fome  indeed 
were  entirely  deprived  of  fpeech. 

Some  years  after  new  fevers  arofe, 
efpecially  about  the  autumn,  epide¬ 
mic,  though  of  a  milder  nature.  Thefe 
were  attended  with  the  like  colic  pains, 
and  attacked  all  perfons  indifcriminately, 
without  regard  to  age,  fex,  or  any  other 
confideration.  I  faw  a  worthy  magi- 
ft  rate,  who,  in  confequence  of  a  '  tertian 
fever  and  this  Colic ,  crawled  on  the 
ground  with  agony — —Another  gentle¬ 
man  from  the  like  caufe  became  a  crip¬ 
ple  in  his  hands  and  feet :  his  father. 
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twenty-five  years  before  lhattered  and 
broken  down  in  like  manner  by  a  bilious 
continual  fever,  was  racked  with  thefe 
colic  pains,  and  became  totally  relaxed. 
I  had  an  opportunity  to  make  the  like 
obfervation  on  a  nobleman  who  was 
Dutch  ambafiador  in  France,  and  loft  the 
ufe  of  his  limbs  after  a  femitertian  fever. 

I  attended  a  very  worthy  merchant, 
who  having  had  a  quartan  ague  too  fud- 
denly  check’d  by  the  bark,  fell  into  a 
palfy,  being  previoufly  almoft  deftroyed 
by  a  violent  pain  of  his  belly  and  limbs  r 
what  is  very  remarkable,  this  fame  fever, 
like  a  fpark  of  fire  lurking  under  the 
allies,  broke  out  a-frelh  three  or  four 
months  after,  and  gave  the  firft  flatter¬ 
ing  hopes  of  his  recovery. 

Baiter  obferves  the  fame,  after  a 
fimilar  fever,  which  was  attended  with 
moft  violent  fpafmodic  pains,  arifing 
from  the  felf-lame  caufe.  Thefe  perfons 

I  juft  mentioned  being  all  well,  have 
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nothing  more  to  remember  than  their 
paft  pains :  I  wi(h  I  could  fay  the  fame 
of  two  promifing  young  noblemen,  who 
are  ftill  greatly  regretted  by  their  illuftri- 
ous  parents.  A  bilious  fever  firft,  which 
was  fucceeded  by  a  femitertian,  baffled 
the  fkill  of  their  phyficians.  When  I  was 
confulted,  I  found  that  the  moft  fevere 
colic  pains  reached  from  the  mefentery 
to  the  very  os  facrum  ;  they  both  died 
lethargic,  after  the  moft  fhocking  epilep¬ 
tic  fits. 

Mr.  Gordon ,  an  ingenious  furgeon,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  military  hofpital  in  the 
Weft- Indies,  of  a  thin,  bilious  habit  of 
body,  about  thirty  years  of  age,  was 
frequently  attacked,  during  his  refidence 
at  Martinique ,  with  intermittent  fevers , 
which  were  as  frequently  feemingly  re¬ 
moved  by  the  ufe  of  the  Bark ;  violent 
colics  generally  enfued. — — Thefe  relaxed 
him  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  was  con- 
ftrained  to  quit  the  hofpital  to  feek  re¬ 
lief 
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lief  at  home  himfelf.  He  came  to  Bath > 
where  he  was  feized  with  the  Colica 
Pictonum,  a  difeafe  I  had  frequent 
opportunities  of  feeing  abroad  as  well 
as  here ;  but  never  attended  with  fuch 
excruciating  and  alarming  fymptoms  as 
in  this  gentleman.  His  belly,  which 
was  drawn  inward  with  immenfe  pain* 
was  many  days  moft  obftinately  coftive  y 
a  naufea,  and  enormous  ^ruginous 
vomitings  fucceeded,  with  a  fhort,  thick, 
fetid  breath,  anxiety,  oppreflion  at  the 
prsecordia,  fubfultus  tendinum ,  hoarfe 
voice,  entire  lofs  of  Jight ,  great  weaknefs 
of  the  loins ,  with  an  unfpeakable  torment 
about  the  vertebrae,  which  nothing  could  fo 
well  relieve  as  violent  comprefjion ,  or  when 
a  perfon  or  two  lying  upon  his  back^  forci¬ 
bly  held  it  down .  He  complained  heavily 
of  an  of  dilatory  motion  in  the  large  pfoas 
mufcle ,  and  a  tingling ,  uneafy  fenfation 
thro  the  whole  fubfance  of  the  medulla 
fpinalis ,  which  extended  even  to  the  very 
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nerves  of  the  arms  and  legs  ;  convulfions 
followed,  with  a  total  relaxation  of  his 
limbs.  In  fhort,  to  all  appearance,  no¬ 
thing  was  now  to  be  expected,  and  even 
defired  by  the  poor  patient,  but  an  hap¬ 
py  releafe  from  all  his  mifery  in  death. 
He  was  treated  in  the  following  manner, 
by  Dr.  Canvane  and  me, which  fortunate¬ 
ly  fucceeded ;  and  he  is  at  this  time  in 
Scotland  upon  a  vifit  to  his  relations,  be¬ 
ing  advifed  thereto  for  the  benefit  of  exer- 
cife  and  change  of  air. 

R.  Eledl.  ecafia  cum  Mann.  gij.  Tar¬ 
tar  Solub.  3iij*  Syr.  ros.  folut.  q.  f.  fu- 
mat  n.  m.  molem  mane  &  no£te. 

R.  Sal.  Abfinth.  3j.  Succ.  limon.  gfs. 
Aq.  Menth.  piper,  firnp.  gifs.  Nuc.  Mof- 
chat.  Syr.  e  cort.  aurant.  3j.  Spirit® 
voh  aromat.  gutt.  xxx.  f.  hauftus.  Ingred. 
Semicup.  poft  egreffum  injiciatur  fequens 
enema. 

R.  Decodl.  Common,  pro  Clyfl.  gviij. 
Oh  lini  Glivar.  an.  Wifs.  for,  Chamasmel. 
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3vi.  Vi n.  Antimon.  turbid,  §i.  AK  FcetieL 
v.  o.  3dj.  repetatur  enema  pro  re  nata. 

Utrique  femori  &  brachio  applicentur 
veficatoria  acria — &Sinapifmi  pkntis  pe¬ 
dum,  omni  ^tabora  renovandi. 

I£.  Spirit,  c.  c.  §i.  Camph.  Jfs,  inS.  V. 
S.  Unguent.  Nervin.  Jiij.  PilTelaei  Indici 
§i.  balfam.  Peruv.  5iij.  f.  linimentum 
quocum  illinetur  dorfum,  &  Spina  hu- 

5.  Aq.  Menth.  piperitid.  Simp.  gvL 
Spirituos.  5j.  tindtur.  fenae  gj.  caftor.  3ija 
valer.  vol.  3i-Syr.  croci.  5js.  Cochl.ij.  fub- 
inde,  &c.  &c.  &c.  * 

*  The  Oleum  Ricini ,  though  very  little  known  m 
practice  with  us,  has  been  long  in  great  repute,  and 
frequently  adminiflered  by  the  medical  gentlemen 
In  the  Weft  Indies ,  who  find  it  very  efficacious  in  bi¬ 
lious  complaints,  and  in  the  Colica  Pictonum 
more  particularly  :  they  either  give  it  inwardly,when 
the  ftomach  can  bear  it,  or  throw  it  up  in  clyfters-: 
It  pro  miles  to  do  much  in  thefe  cafes,  as  a  vegetable  pur¬ 
gative  oil,  operating  gently,  and  without  irritation ; 
a  circumftance  of  great  confequence  in  thefe  difor- 
ders.  Doctor  Canvane ,  who  for  many  years  refided 
and  pradfifed  in  the  Weft  Indies ,  allures  me,  he  found 

it  an  admirable  medicine - -  :  he  tells  me  he  pro- 

pofes  to  publifh  a  treatife  upon  the  ufe  of  this  oil, 
very  jfiiortly. 
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CHAP.  X, 

The  fecond  remote  Gduje—Poifons , 


^ERN  ELIU  S  relates  a  cafe  of  a 
gouty  perfon,  who  had  for  fifteen 
days  together  taken  a  pound  and  a  halt 
of  powdered  lead  inftead  of  fugar  in  his 
broth,  by  the  advice  of  a  quack  5  on  the 
twelfth  day,  a  terrible  dyfentery  enfued, 
attended  with  a  fever,  and  not  only  very 
griping  pains  of  the  ftomach,  but  of  the 
bowels.  His  ftomach  was  fo  immenfely 
weak,  and  his  mouth  fo  exquifitelv  fore, 
as  fcarce  to  admit  of  the  llighteft  touch  ; 
and  fo  copious  was  the  difcharge  of  wind 
upwards,  that  one  would  have  .ima¬ 
gined  the  whole  body  contained  nothing 
elfe.  The  dyfentery  was  cured,  but  the 
violent  pains  of  the  ftomach,  belly,  and 

loins,  continued  twenty  days,  with  a 

> 

mofl  troublefome  fen  fie  of  inward  heat. 

E  He 
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He  had  fcarce  a  minute’s  fleep  during  the 
whole  time  he  was  coftive,  unlefc 
when  purges  and  clyfcers  were  exhibited* 
the  feces  difcharged  both  upwards  and 
downwards  were  ail  of  a  lead  colour  i 
the  whole  body  was  tinged  with  yel¬ 
low.  All  thefe  evils  proceeded  not  fo 
much  in  confequence  of  the  weight,  as 
of  the  hidden  malignity  of  the  lead.  A 
quartan  fever  not  yielding  to  the  bark, 
the  faccharum  faturni  was  admimftered 
for  a  few  days  :  this  Et mutter  confeffes 
carried  off  and  removed  the  fever  *  but 

it  brought  on  a  cmvulfive  Colic. 

Scheuchzer  gives  us  an  hiftory  of  a  fpaf- 
modic  Colic  which  feized  almoft  all  the 
religious  perfons  in  a  convent  which  he 
attended.  The  excruciating  pains  of  their 
limbs  ended  in  pallies :  upon  a  ftridt  en¬ 
quiry  into  the  caufe  of  this  violent  dii- 
order,  their  wine  being  perfectly  good, 
and  their  water  pure,  it  was  found  that 
their  kitchen  utenfils,  both  for  drefling, 
as  welLas  keeping  their  provinons,  were 

j  copper, 
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copper,  and  not  tinned  within-fide. 
Every  body  mud  furely  know  how  dan¬ 
gerous  the  vitriolic  particles  of  copper 
are,  when  conftantly  mixing  with  our 
food  !  Hoffman  defcribes  the  terrible 
Colics  which  are  brought  on  by  the 
fumes  of  lead,  drawn  in  at  the  mouth, 
and  fwallowed  down  with  the  faliva  ;  ef- 

i 

pecially  in  thofe  who  work  in  the  lead 
mines,  Where  they  calcine  and  feparate 
the  lead  from  the  fil.ver  in  hot  burning 
furnaces,  as  they  do  in  the  Black  Forejl 
in  Germany ,  where  this  Colic  is  very 
common.  The  pain  is  intolerable^ 
their  body  extremely  coflive,  the  navel 
drawn  inward  ;  all  this  is  attended  with 
great  uneafmefs  and  anxiety,  contraction 
of  the  limbs,  naufea,  and  vomiting  ;  a 
true  palfy  or  a  convulfive  aflhma  enfues, 
and  torments  thefe  poor  unfortunate 
wretches  for  a  confiderable  length  of 
time. 

E  2 
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Potters  are  alio  fubjedt  to  this  fort  of 
diforders  ;  the  glaze  they  ufe  for  earthen 
veffels  is  a  compofition  of  lead.  Prac¬ 
tical  obfervations  evince  what  aim  oft  un¬ 
conquerable  conftipations,  attended  with 
the  moft  excruciating  pains,  happen  in 
confequence  of  medicines  prepared  from 
lead,  given  by  empirics  in  the  cure  of 

venereal  diftempers. 

A  perfon,  aged  thirty,  in  calcining 
lead,  fucked  in  the  fweet  vapours  of  it. 
In  a  day  after,  he  was  feized  with  an  in¬ 
tolerable  pain  about  the  navel,  attended 
with  a  moft  obftinate  coftivenefs,  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  naufea,  vomiting,  (harp 
heart-burn,  and  cold  fweats ;  in  a  little 
time  after  his  left  hand  became  motion- 
lefs. 

A  young  man,  with  a  gonorrhoea  upon 
him,  made  too  free  with  the  Tinflura 
Saturnina,  in  confequence  oi  which  he 
was  feized  with  a  moft  ftubborn  confti- 

pation. 


/ 
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conftipation,  which  was  followed  by  a 
palfy  of  both  his  hands. 

I  attended  a  young  man  in  a  gonor¬ 
rhoea,  who  out  of  modefty  applied  to  a 
quack  for  relief,  who  gave  him  two  pow¬ 
ders  a  day,  with  the  Saccharum  Saturni, 
for  one  and  twenty  days  fucceffively.  He 
became  extremely  coftive,  and  fell  into 
fuch  terrible  Colics ,  as  to  be  frequently 
convulfed  >  he  loft  the  ufe  of  ms  limbs 
by  a  palfy.- — Thefe  two  perfons  confefled 

this  to  me. 

I  vifited  a  lady,  about  twelve  years  a- 
ctq  who  had  taken  the  Saccharum  Sa- 

1 3  ?  . 

turni  for  a  confiderable  time,  but  in 
fmall  dofes,  in  order  to  remove  a  flight 
fpitting  of  blood  ;  fhe  became  pale,  bloat¬ 
ed,  weak,  tremulous,  and  at  length  was 

attacked  with  a  palfy. 

Thole  who  dig  in  the  mines  daily  ex¬ 
perience  the  peftilen tiai  mifchiers  whicn 
arife  from  the  metallic  veins ;  they  ge¬ 
nerally  become  aftbmatic,  powiyncal, 

E  3  cachefiic, 


54  Colic  A'  Pictonum  \  or, 

cache&ic,  tremulous  in  their  limbs,  fali 

\  1 

into  Colics ,  and  Palfies ,  and  though  their 
lungs  are  greatly  affe&ed,  in  confequenee 
of  the  admiffion  of  thefe  mineral  efflu¬ 
via,  the  brain  and  nerves  arc  fo  greatly 
injured  as  to  occasion  tremor,  flupors, 
and  paliles  of  the  worft  fort.  No  won¬ 
der  that  malefactors  are  condemned  to 
the  mines.  They  are,  however,  much 
world  when  they  are  dry  *  for  the  pow¬ 
der  being  much  agitated  in  the  digging, 
falls  upon  the  afpera  arteria*  and  caufes 
terrible  afthmas  ;  fwallowed  down  with 
the  falxva.  Colics  ;  and  frequently  a  fatal 
pally.  We  are  not  to  be  furprifed,  when 
we  fee  women  in  thefe  mines*  who  have 
had  j even  hujhands ,  the  poifonous  fleams 
fuffocating  and  fuddenly  dehroying  them, 

2 — — Agricola ,  a  celebrated  Polijh  phyfi- 
cian,  who  flourilhed  about  the  year  - 
1540,  declares  he  had  feen  many  fuch 
widows  in  the  mines  of  the  Arpatbian 
fiionntains.  Even  animals,  infeCted  with 

this  - 
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this  poifon,  frequently  fwell,  next  be¬ 
come  motionlefs,  and  then  die  fenfelefs. 
,  We  often  fee  thefe  poor  wretches* 
when  ftrongly  affeded  by  the  poifonous 
fleams  in  the  mines,  as  they  afcend  the 
ladders,  lofe  their  hold,  and  tumble  down 
again  ;  their  hands  and  feet  being  un¬ 
able  to  fupport  them,  through  weaknels 
and  relaxation.— 

So  potters,  who  ufe  burnt  and  calcined 
lead  in  the  glazing  of  veffels,  while 
they  grind  the  lead  with  which,  when 
melted,  they  rub  them  over,  before  they 
are  put  into  the  furnace,  receiving  the 
fleam  of  this  virulent  mineral,  difiolved 
in  water,  into  their  noftrils,  mouiii, 
and  whole  body,  are  moftly  fubject  to 
violent  tremors  in  their  hands,  and  at 
length  are  ftruck  with  paliies. 

Nor  are  we  to  wonder  that  lead  fhould 
be  fo  fatal  to  the  body,  even  though  it 
be  not  fwallowed  down, -when  our  coun¬ 
tryman,  the  great  Mr.  Boyle,  obferved, 

E  4  /  that 
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that  quickfilver  will,  almbft  inilantaner 
©ufly,  be  fixed  and  confolidated  by  the 
vapours  of  fufed  lead.  What  therefore 
are  we  not  to  expert  from  it,  when  in¬ 
haled  in  a  ftony  fubftance  ?  It  will  moffc 
undoubtedly  fix  and  harden  the  blood 
and  fpirits. 

The  fate  of  painters  ismot  lefs  deplor¬ 
able  :  they  are  chiefly  valetudinarians, 
and  fhort-lived.  Ccrrechio,  almoft  de¬ 
prived  of  every  external,  as  well  as  in¬ 
ternal  fenfe,  might  barely  be  faid  to  ex- 
ift.  The  divine  Raphael  was  fnatched 
away  in  the  flower  of  his  age.  Thefe 
mifchiefs  plainly  arife  from  the  colours 
they  are  obliged  to  ufe;  fuch  as  minium, 
cinnabar,  cerufs,  varnifh,  and  many  o~ 
thers,  taken  from  mineral  foflils.  Cinna¬ 
bar  is  compofed  of  mercury,  cerufs  of  lead, 
verdigreafe  of  copper,  ultramarine  of 
filver  :  thus  almoft  ail  colours  are  bor¬ 
rowed  from  the  mineral  kingdom,  for 
metalline  colours  are  by  far  prefer-? 

able 
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able  to  thole  taken  from  vegetables,  for 
many  obvious  reafons  ;  we  are  not  there¬ 
fore  to  be  furprifed,  that  painters  fhould 
be  fubjed  to  the  fame  complaints  as  me*- 
tallurgifts.  They  are  all  (generally  fpeak- 
ing)  pale,  ghaftly,  ill-complexioned ; 
frequently  tormented  with  the  fame  mi¬ 
le  r  able  pains,  alike  afflided  with  convul- 
five  fpafms  and  paralytic  ftrokes. 

A  painter  of  Anjou ,  aged  thirty,  of  a 
ftrong  conftitution,  perceived  his  fingers 
more  than  ufually  ftiff  and  torpid,  then 
to  contrad  and  be  convulfed,  till  at  length 
they  became  entirely  crooked,  and  almoft 
motionlefs  :  the  diforder  feized  his  arms 


and  wrifts  5  and  being  rendered  incapa¬ 
ble  of  walking,  his  feet  were  equally  at¬ 
tacked,  though  not  painfully  ;  the  pain 
in  his  ftomach  and  bowels,  notwithftand- 
ing  every  medicinal  affiflance  was  given 
him,  was  continual,  day  and  night,  which 
nothing  relieved  except  preffure.  The 
phyficians  were  of  opinion,  that  the  dif- 

eafe 
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eafe  arofe  from  the  cinnabar  which  he 
ufed  in  painting  ;  the  poor  man,  after 
lingering  for  three  years,  died  tabid  and 
confumptive..  On  opening  his  body,  no¬ 
thing  was  found  which  could  give  the 
lead:  light  into  the  caufe  of  the  diftem- 
per,  and  of  fo  many  complaints.- — *Yet 
as  he  not  only  wiped  his  pencil  with  his 
fingers,  but  carelefsly  fucked  it  with  his 
mouth,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the 
membranes  were  inwardly  injured  by  the 

malignancy  and  unaccountable  effedt  of 
the  poifon,  though  it  evaded  the  niceft 

infpedtion  of  the  examiners,  and  was 
the  hidden  fource  which  gave  being  to 
fo  many  direful  complaints.  I  have  fre¬ 
quently  feen  many  fuch  miferable  pati¬ 
ents,  but  chiefly  when  they  prepared 
the  colours  themfelves ;  for  thefe  being 
rubbed  into  very  fine  and  impalpable 
powders,  fly  about,  and  get  into  the 
lungs  and  ftomaeb,  which  they  affedt  by 
their  deleterious  quality. 


I  ft  all 
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I  lliall  never  forget  a  melancholy  cafe, 
among  the  many  I  have  had  frequent  cc- 
cafion  to  fee,  which  happened  about  fix 
years  ago.  A  very  flout,  healthy,  young 
man,  though  he  was  aware  of  the  dan¬ 
ger,  incautioufly  went  into  a  mill  where 
they  were  grinding  cerufs ;  he  fcarce 
tarried  there  an  hour;  the  air  was  hot 

V 

and  dry  :  on  his  return  home  he  began 
to  complain  of  a  tight  uneafinefs  at  his 
bread;  the  day  following  he  was  very  lick 
at  ftomach,  felt  a  troublefome  fenfation 
about  the  prasoordia ;  his  belly,  at  firft 
hard,  attended  with  gradually  encreafing 
pains,  became  totally  conftipated.* — He 
vomited  without  intermifiion  ;  in  a  few 

days,  however,  the  vomiting  and  colic 
pains  left  him,  but  a  pally  immediately 
enfued. 

Mer  cur  tails,  an  Italian  phyfician  of 
great  eminence  in  1596,  relates  the  cafe 
of  a  nobleman,  who  was  feized  with 
9  remarkable  weaknefs  in  both  his  arms 

and 
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and  legs  ;  he  had  fix  years  before  taken 
antimony. 

In  the  year  1739,  X  obferved  the  fame 
thing  in  a  furgeon,who,  upon  taking  fome 
few  grains  of  crude  an timony,  for  feve- 
ral  weeks  together,  by  the  advice  of 
a  brother-furgeon  in  the  India  Com¬ 
pany’s  fervice,  though  not  without  fome 

fufpicion  of  poifon,  became  paralytic 

% 

in  his  arms  and  legs.  Colic  pains  pre¬ 
ceded  the  palfy  ;  even  after  his  recovery 
he  felt  flight  touches  of  them. 

The  like  bad  effects  happen  from  drink¬ 
ing  water  impregnated  with  lead.  Houfes 
covered  with  lead,  where  rain  water  is 
only  drank,  which  has  been  collected  in 
leaden cifterns,  or  what  is  worle  by  much, 
preferved  in  leaden  veffels,  will  frequent¬ 
ly  bring  on  this  .diflemper.  For  this 
reafon  it  is,  why  at  Amjterdam ,  where 
this  difeafe  was  fcarcely  known,  it  fhould 

now  rage  to  fuch  a  degree. - For  the 

houfes,  which  were  formerly  tiled  flant- 

ingty, 
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ingly,  are  now  leaded  and  flat-roofed*. 
The  leaves  falling  off*  in  immenfe  quan¬ 
tities  from  the  trees  in  the  autumn,  are 
by  the  winds  blown  up  to  the  tops  of 
the  houfes,  where  foaking  in  the  ftag- 
nant  water,  they  communicate  a  tartnefs 
aim  oft  fufficient  to  diffolve  the  lead,  fa 
as  to  become  a  cerufs. — The  rain  next 
carries  it  oft  into  the  ciftern;  thus  is  the 
water  gradually  impregnated  and  infedt- 
ed.  Nor  are  we  to  wonder,  if  we  do 
not  fee  thefe  Colics  more  frequently  in 
places  were  they  abound  lefs  in  trees  or 
in  lead.  During  the  fall  of  the  leaves  in 
a  calm  and  ferene  air,  if  you  carefully 
cover  your  lead  with  wood,  the  water 
will  be  much  wholfomer. 

Thefe  obfervations^re  founded  in  truth : 
This  Colic  has  been  often  known  to  feize 
upon  whole  families.  Eleven  people  fell 
down  with  it  in  one  houfe  in  Amjlerdam 5 
their  horrid  pains  were  attended  withcon- 
vulfions,  and  a  relaxation  of  the  limbs — 
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they  were  moved  thence,  and  drank  df 
other  water,  and  all  recovered. 

Wines  adulterated  with  fugar  of  lead* 
or  litharge,  fuch  as  Rhenifh  and  Moselle* 
will  produce  the  fame  effefts ;  thefe  give 
thofe  wines  a  brighter  colour,  and  a 
finer  flavour,  but  then  they  are  by  fa 
much  the  more  dangerous. 

So  far  back  as  the  year  143-7*  when 
the  Rhenifh  grapes  did  not  ripen  proper* 
ly,  and  the  wines  were  confequently 
acido-auftere,  the  roguifh  vintner,  upon 
this  occafion,  ufed  his  diabolical  art,  and 
by  that  means  brought  on  this  Colic. 
Brunner ,  GockelU  and  Camerarius ,  three 
phyficians  of  great  learning  and  emi¬ 
nence  in  their  times,  obferved  the  bad 
effects  of  this  adulteration  in  the  duchy 
of  Wirtemberg ,  XJlm ,  and  other  places 
adjacent  to  the  Danube ,  in  the  year 
1596.— The  moft  Serene  Duke,  in  the 
month  of  April  of  that  very  year,  iffued 
out  an  edidt,  by  which  it  was  made 

death 
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death  for  any  perfon  to  ufe  any  deflruc- 
tive  methods  in  the  melioration  of  thefe 
wines.  Whole  monafteries  were  fwept 
away  by  its  deleterious  effedts  y  the  fur- 
vivors  had  but  the  femblance  of  men ; 
they  were  pale,  languid,  and  feeble,  to¬ 
tally  relaxed  in  all  their  limbs,  and 
might  juftly  be  faid  barely  to  exift. 

Zeller  takes  notice  of  the  fame  frauds 
committed  in  Sweden ,  which  were  at¬ 
tended  with  the  like  diforders  y  fuch  as 
eonvullive  colics,  cough,  afthma,  fterco- 
raceous  breath,  conftipation,  palfy,  gout* 
convulfions,  and  death. 

This  infernal  cuftom,  fxrft  introduced 
in  Germany,  travelled  into  Holland,  and 
thence  was  conveyed  to  other  different 
parts,  as  we  know  by  woful  experience. 
In  the  year  1749,  its  baneful  effedts  were 
felt  even  at  the  very  gates  of  the  royal 
palace  in  France  :  many  officers  of  dif- 
Sindtion  died  of  convulfive  Colics. 


May 
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May  we  not  fufpeCt  this  endemic  Co¬ 
lic  a  Pictonum,  in  a Surinam,  to  arife 
from  the  fame  caufe  ?  It  fpares  the 
blacks,  hut  makes  havock  among  the 
whites.  A  forty  years  retrofpedlion  will 
confirm  us  in  our  fufpicion  the  Eu¬ 
ropeans  only  drink  French  wines,  and 
this  indeed  they  do  pretty  freely  5  now 
Bourdeaux  wines  eafily  grow  four  under 

the<  equinoctial  line,  but  are  recoverable 

▼  1 

by  the  iniquitous  method  juft  related. 
This  is  fo  true,  that  we  find  thofe  who 
drink  Madeira  wines,  are  not  troubled 
with  this  Colic ;  nor  is  it  by  any  means 
endemic  amongft  them ;  neither  do  they 
lofe  the  ufe  of  their  limbs. 

Wepfer  attended  many  monks  afHicfted 
with  thefe  Colics ,  who  perfectly  recover¬ 
ed  by  changing  their  noxious,  adulte^ 
rated,  for  good  and  found  wines. 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.  XL 

Lhe  third  remote  Caufe  ;  the  too 
free  life  of  Wine ,  or  of  acido -■ 
auflere ,  fermented  Liquor  or 
of  unripe  acid  Fruits . 


^ PIGELIUS  faw  a  femi-tertiaii 
changed  into  a  Colic,  which  held 
twenty-four  years,  coming  on  every 
month  periodically,  and  this  was  brought 
on  by  drinking  of  four  wine. 

The  fame  thing  Charles  Pifo  obferved, 
during  his  attendance  upon  feveral  con¬ 
vents,  where  they  drank  pretty  freely  5 
they  were  almoft  all  of  them  feized  with 
moil  excruciating  colics,  attended  with 
conftipation  of  the  belly;  frequent  vo« 
miting,  belching,  flow  obilinate  fevers, 
relaxation  of  the  limbs,  epileptics,  lethar- 
ies,  and  mo  ft  profound  coma—they 

F  fufpedted 
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fufpefted  themfelves  to  be  poifoned  ^  but 
they  foon  changed  their  opinion,  upon 
feeing  their  young  brethren,  ftrong  and 
hail,  who  lived  foberly  and  abftemiouf- 
ly ;  they  purfued  the  fame  methods,  and 
all  very  happily  recovered,  and  did  well 
again.  Sennertus  obferves  that  colics  very 
ufuaily  end  in  palfies,  gout,  and  epilepfy 
in  Moravia ,  Aujlria ,  Franconia ,  and  other 
places  where  they  drink  very  itrong  and 
tartareous  wines.  It  is  not,  fays  he, 
that  thefe  wines  occaiion  the  colic ,  be- 
caufe  they  bring  on  a  coftivenefs,  but 
becaufe  they  conftringe  the  bowels,  their 
motion  becomes  inverted,  and  the  pati¬ 
ent  vomits  up  every  thing.  Do  thefe 
wines  in  this  cafe  aft  as  vitriol  or  alum  ? 
if  fo,  the  retained  humors,  which  fhould 
exhale,  regurgitate  upon  the  veins,  or 
ru(h  towards  the  head,  and  excite  con- 
vulfions,  or  difcharge  themfelves  upon 
the  extremities,  and  produce  a  pally. 
Such  a  colic  was  epidemic  in  Silefia  in 

the 
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the  fpring  of  the  year  16213  the  epilep¬ 
tic  almoft  every  one  of  them  died,  the 
paralytic  all  recovered. 

Citejius  was  of  opinion  that  the  men¬ 
dicant  friars  were  more  particularly  fub- 
jedt  to  this  colic  y  becaufe  they  were  ob¬ 
liged  to  drink  acido-auftere  wines,  not 
being  in  circumdances  to  procure  them- 
felves  better.  In  1594?  thirteen  reve¬ 
rend  fathers,  and  there  were  but  thir¬ 
teen  in  a  certain  monadery  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Pci£louy  all  complained  together 
in  the  fpace  of  one  month  only,  of  their 
hard  fate,  the  malignancy  of  the  air, 
and  their  four  and  very  (harp  white  wine, 
which  brought  on  fevere  colics. — They 
had  been  ufed  to  better  and  more  gene¬ 
rous  wines. — They  changed  their  air  and 
wine,  and  all  quickly  recovered. 

Cratoy  in  1582,  obferved  the  fame  colic 
in  Moravia  arifiog  from  the  felf-fame 
caufe.  Cardanus  fpeaks  of  a  colicy  which 
not  only  affedted  the  belly,  but  the  bread, 

F  2  back. 
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back,  and  neck,  attended  with  a  violent 
palpitation  of  the  heart,  owing  to  the 
drinking  of  iharp  and  auftere  wines. 

Wepfer  has  made  the  like  remark : 
our  more  healthy  monks,  fays  he,  drink 
a  good  well  bodied  red  wine, — We  fei~ 
dom  meet  with  convulfive  colics:  but 
where  they  drink  a  fharp  unfermented 
fmall  white  wine,  they  are  fure  to  have 
the  colic.  The  fathers  of  an  adjacent 
convent,  who  had  no  other  wines  but 
thefe  auftere  white  ones,  were  all  of  them 
attacked  with  the  difeafe. 

Muf grave  juft  lightly  mentions  the  De¬ 
von  jhi  re  colic ,  which  Huxham  has  fo  very 
elegantly,  as  well  as  accurately  defcrihed. 
It  is,  fays  he,  occafioned  by  the  fharp  cy¬ 
der,  fmce  it  only  attacks  thofe  who  drink 
very  freely  of  it;  in  a  plentiful  cyder  year, 
it  makes  great  havock,  but  feldom  makes 
its  appearance  when  apples  are  fcarce 

*  See  his  admirable  treatife  on  the  Devonfb'tre  Colic , 
printed  at  the  end  of  his  Obfervations  on  the  Air  and 
Epidemic  Difeafes,  &c. 
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I  vifited  a  gentleman  in  the  year  1750, 
who  is  now  perfectly  well- — he  was  wont, 
in  order  to  keep  down  the  bile  (as  he  call¬ 
ed  it)  to  take  very  large  quantities  of  le¬ 
mon  juice,  which  very  nearly  deftroyed 
him  y  for  he  became  pale,  languid,  ca¬ 
chectic,  and,  frequently  fubjeCt  to  colical 
complaints,  and  after  long  fufferings,  the 
pally  enfued.  Thofe  who  have  indulged 
themfelves  in  too  liberal  a  cufiom  of 
punch  drinking,  will  find  their  nerves 
greatly  affeCted  by  it,  and  fall  into  colics 
and  palfies. 

I  fhall  never  forget  the  cafe  of  a  young 
woman,  who,  through  the  miftake  of  her 
apothecary,  took  a  draught,  acidulated 
with  a  drachm  of  fpirits  of  vitriol,  infcead 
of  lemon  juice  :  her  fufferings  were  inex- 
preffible. 


CHAP. 


■s. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

The  fourth  remote  Caufe ,  Gout 

1  '  •'  * 

and  Rheumttfm. 

^ Onjlantinus  Africanus  long  ago  obferv- 
ed  that  the  colic  eafily  changed  into 
the  gout.* — *John  Gaddefden ,  fo  long  as 
iince  the  year  1320,  has  made  the  fame 
obfervation.  Duretus  frequently  progno¬ 
sticated  the  gout  during  the  fit  of  this  co¬ 
lic*—  Andrew  Laureniius  exprefly  fays  the 
fame  thing* 

That  oracle  of  phyfick  Hippocrates  re¬ 
marks,  that  thofe  who  have  the  gout, 
are  Slightly  attacked  with  the  colic,— 
which  encreafes  as  the  gouty  fit  goes  off. 
—This  he  again  repeats  in  his  book,  T)e 

Humor i bus :  ci  The  humors  depe/iied  upon  the 
intejlines  relieve  the  pains  of  the  joint  $*>  and 
vice  yerfa.”  Fonfeca  and  Mercurialis  have 

th@ 
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the  fame  obfervations.  A  patient  of  Muf- 
grave  s  laid  up  with  erratic  pains,  feem- 
ingly  rheumatic,  upon  being  attacked 
with  a  colic,  fell  into  a  pally  :  thefe  fly¬ 
ing  pains  became  truly  arthritic,  the  joints 
fwelled  and  inflamed,  and  what  is  very 
remarkable  were  feeble  and  motionlefs 
for  ten  years  together  ;  yet  without  any 
fenfe  of  pain,  being  in  other  refpedts  ex¬ 
tremely  healthy.  By  the  advice  of  a 
quack,  his  limbs  were  rubbed  with  feme 
ointment,  upon  which  an  afthma  follow¬ 
ed  and  killed  him. 

Frequent  are  the  metaftafes  from  the 
gout  to  the  Colica  Pictonum,  and, 
what  is  very  unaccountable,  it  will  intrude 
itfelf  upon  whole  families.”!  have  feen 
fillers,  brothers,  wives  and  huibands,  all 
together  attacked  with  this  difeafe,  and 
finally  become  paralytic, 

A  lady  too  clofe  in  her  affectionate  at- 
tendance  upon,  and  lying  in  the  fame  bed 
with  her  hufband  whilfl  under  this  grie- 

F  4  vous 
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volts  difeafe,  became  alfo  infe&ed  with  it  j 

the  whole  family  were  down  with  this  af- 

* 

fiicrive  colic — how  often  have  I  feen  them 
tortured,  their  limbs  relaxed,  tumbling 
about  on  the  floor,  yet  ever  eafed  by  a  fit 
of  the  gout:  three  recovered  of  the  family, 
two  of  them  died  epileptic.  Plow  careful, 
therefore,  fhould  we  be  to  avoid  cohabi¬ 
ting  together  in  that  dangerous  malady. 
An  obftrufted  perfpiration,  the  two  fre¬ 
quent  ufe  of  mercury,  immoderate  vene- 
ry,  hard  drinking,  repeated  purges,  the 
paflions  of  the  mind,  grief  efpecialiy, 
will  chiefly  bring  on  thefe  arthritic  com¬ 
plaints;  for  the  mofifubtile  fluid,  deftin- 
ed  to  pafs  theveflels  and  minuted:  nerves, 
being  injured  by  them,  contrail  an  amaz¬ 
ing  acrimony,  which,  if  it  reach  the 
brain,  occaflons  apoplexies ,  paljies ,  deliria , 
weakness,  lethargy ,  tremors ,  and  consul- 
Jions.  If  it  effedl  the  lungs,  it  caufes  ajlh - 
(tough,  <m<\fujfocatio?2  5  if  the  inward 

parts 
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parts  of  the  thorax,  it  brings  on  a  con - 
vuljive pleurify ;  in  the  abdominal  vifeera, 
it  will  produce  naufea ,  anxiety ,  vomit, 
belching ,  ^//V,  convuljion ,  and  a  thoufand 
other  alarming  fymptoms,  concomitants 
of  the  Colica  Pictonum.  The  rheu- 
matifm  is  a  diftemper  near  a-kin  to  the 
gout,  and  arifes  from  an  acrimony  of  the 
humors,  too  high  living,  fudden  cold, 
or  obftrudted  perfpiration,  and  will  pro¬ 
duce  a  like  number  of  evils.  In  cafe  it 
attacks  the  loins,  a  lumbago  will  enfue,  if 
the  hip  a  fciatica ,  if  the  bowels  a  colic. 
Neflling  itfelf  in  the  parts,  like  the  gout 

fixed  on  the  bowels,  it  will,  after  a  loner 

£> 

train  of  mifehievous  torment,  end  in  a 
palfy.  We  frequently  obferve  peo¬ 
ple  troubled  with  dying  pains  fall  into 
ugly  colics ;  the  rheumatifm  and  colic 
have  raged  alternately:  at  length  a 
palfy  has  followed.  I  vifited  a  gentleman 
who  had  been  a  governor  in  the  fervice 
of  the-Eaft-India  company,  who,  twice 


* 
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a  year,  and  that  nearly  about  the  fame 
time,  was  feized  with  rheumatic  pains 
in  his  legs  and  feet,  which,  in  a  few 
days  becoming  eafier,  fell  upon  his  bow¬ 
els,  and  threw  him  into  convulfions  from 
the  violence  of  the  colic. 

C  H  A  P.  XIII. 

The  fifth  remote  Caufe—An  ob- 
JlruEled  '  P erfipir  ation . 

nrHOUGH  an  obftrudted  perfpira- 
JL  tion  has  generally  been  account¬ 
ed  amougft  the  caufes  of  a  rheumatifm, 
and  this,  as  we  have  juft  obferved,  fre¬ 
quently  brings  on  the  colic,  yet  has  it 
feldom  been  reckoned  amongft  the  pro¬ 
bable  and  diftind  caufes  of  the  Colica 
Pictonum.  Cite fms  even  himielf  fee  ms 
to  have  negleded  this  circumftance,  tho’ 
in  all  other  refpeds  he  appears  to  have 
been  a  very  accurate  and  clear  obferved, 

when 
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when  he  fays,  that  this  diforder  was  left 
frequent,  when  furred  garments  were  en¬ 
tirely  difufed, 

I  have  in  my  pra&ice  often  experi¬ 
enced  the  ill  effects  of  this,  that  I  am 
very  politive  this  colic  happens  more  fre¬ 
quently  in  confequence  of  this  obftruc- 
lion  than  is  in  general  imagined. 

Not  only  the  external  but  the  inter¬ 
nal  part  of  the  body  alfo  perfpires,  for 
they  are  alike  moiftened  by  a  thin,  vo¬ 
latile  dew  exhaling  from  t-hemfelves,  fo 
that  the  whole  fuperficies  of  all  the  parts, 
either  external  or  internal  fieve-Iike  tranf- 
ude  every  inftant.  Now  the  exhaling 
infenfible  vapor  riling  from  the  outward 
furface  of  the  body,  whether  it  iffues 
forth  from  the  cutis,  or  from  the  cu- 
taneous papillm,  is  excrementitious :  now 
this  ianing  back  again  upon  the  whole 

mafs  of  blood,  will  necelfarily  by  its 
acrimony  injure  the  found  humors,  and 
caufe  that  irritation  which  produces  fuch 

WQO~ 
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wonderful  effects  in  the  animal  (Eco¬ 
nomy, 

Sandlorius ,  in  his  flatical  aphorifms, 
has  put  this  matter  beyond  all  doubt. 

Some  years  fince,  I  attened  a  ve¬ 
ry  worthy  gentleman,  a  director  of  the 
India  company,  of  a  ftrong  and  heal¬ 
thy  conftitution ;  but  getting  up  pre¬ 
cipitately  one  morning  out  of  his  warm 
bed,  and  going  abroad  with  his  cloaths 
carelefly  loofe  about  him,  in  a  very  nip¬ 
ping  cold,  he  was  feized  in  the  right 
epigaftric  region  with  a  mod;  fevere  pain, 
attended  with  all  the  excruciating  agonies 
of  the  Colica  Pictonum,  which  end¬ 
ed  in  a  palfy  of  his  hands  and  feet. 

A  lady,  from  a  fond  attachment  to  a 
beloved  hufband,  conftantly  lying  in  bed 
with  him  in  order  to  be  more  ready  in 
her  clofe  attendance,  in  confequence  .of 
c  frequent  colds  and  great  fatigues,  caught 
this  dreadful  colic,  and  died  paralytic— 
The  Genus  Nervojum  was  fo  tender,  as 


to 
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to  bring  on  all  thefe  unhappy  and  fatal 
fymptoms. 

Not  long  fince  a  very  dear  friend  q£ 
mine,  being  in  the  country  during  the 
fummer  feafon,  and  frequently  getting  out 
of  his  bed  very  early  in  the  morning,  in 
order  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  cool  air, 
in  a  carelefs  loofe  drefs,  laid  himfelf 
down  to  fleep,  contracted  a  moil  terrible 
colic,which  gradually  became  fo  obfiinate 
and  fevere,  as  to  throw  him  into  ftrong 
epileptic  fits,  which  killed  him. 

Dr.  Herbert ,  a  very  ingenious  pliy— 
fician  at  Parameribo ,  obferves,  that  an 

>  .  \  ,  '  f*  '  ♦ _V ‘  "  .  ;  '  ' 

obftruCled  perfpiration  the  moft  fre- 
quent  caufe  of  the  endemic  colic  at  Su¬ 
rinam.  1  he  inhabitants,  being  weakened 
by  the  fweats  which  are  continually  and 
daily  the  effects  of  very  hot  weather,  de¬ 
light  '  to  lay  quite  naked  in  their  ham¬ 
mocks  to  enjoy  the  night  air,  for  which 
purpofe  all  the  doors  and  windows  are 
thrown-  wide  open — thus  are  they  feized 

with 
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with  violent  and  molt  inveterate  colics, 
which  are  attended  with  convulfions  and 
palfies:  it  makes  great  havock  among 
the  Europeans ;  even  the  ftronger  negroes 
often  feel  its  fatal  effedts,, 

We  are  not  to  wonder  that  the  autumn 
and  winter  feafons,  which  are  lefs  adapted 
to  promote  infeniible  perfpiration  than 
fpring  and  fummer,  locking  up,  as  it  were, 
the  excrementitious  perfpirable  matter  in 
the  body,  fhould  be  productive  of  pains  in 
general,  but  more  particularly  thofe  of  the 
abdomen- — hence  it  evidently  appears,  that 
an  obftrufted  perfpiration  is  one  of  the  i 
caufes,  and  that  not  an  immaterial  one,  of 
the  Colica  PlCTONUM. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

The Jixth  remote  C&uje .  The  Scurvy . 

r  |  VIE  fcuruy  moft  frequently  vifits 
JL  the  weftern  ocean,  and  rages  chief¬ 
ly  in  England,  Holland,  Denmark,  Nor- 
•way,  and  in  the  weftern  parts  of  Germa¬ 
ny,  in  the  northern  climates  it  for  the 
moft  part  frequents  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  fea,  and  maritime  towns — indolent 
perfons  and  failors  who  are  conftrained  to 
live  upon  fait  and  fmoak-dried  flefli  and 
fifti,  and  unfermented  farinaceous  provi- 
fions  and  (linking  water,  are  rnoftly  at- 
tacked ;  neither  does  it  (pare  the  melan¬ 
choly  and  hypochondriac,  or  fuch  as  have 
chronic  diftempers,  or  lead  fedentary  lives; 
and  this  too  more  particularly  if  they  have 
been  too  bufy  with  the  jefuit’s  bark. 

The  proximate  caufe  of  this  diftemper 
feems  on  one  hand  to  arile  from  a  vifci- 

dity. 
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dity,  and  on  the  other  from  a  (harp,  acrid* 
fait,  acid,  or  alcaline  tenuity,  exciting 
among  many  other  phenomena  gnawing 
pains  darting  through  all  the  joints, 
bones,  articulations,  and  abdominal  vif~ 
cera,  in  a  mo  ft  wonderful  manner. 

That  it  fhould  fhew  itfelf  in  fo  ma¬ 
ny  different  fhapes  in  the  Colica  Pic* 
tonum,  of  which  it  is  one  of  the  moft 
cruel  caufes,  is  not  at  all  to  De  wondered 
at,  if  we  look  into  the  writings  of  thofe 
who  have  treated  upon  this  diftemper. 

It  will  be  fufficient  to  produce  the  au¬ 
thority  of  Eugalen ,  who  wrote  the  beft 
of  any  man  upon  the  fcurvy.  The  fcur* 
vv,  fays  he,  affedts  the  bowels  and  fto- 
mach  with  an  infinity  of  pains,  whence 
it  took  its  name  among  the  Dutch ;  the 
legs  and  arms  become  languid,  nor  do  the 
pains  remit,  till  a  palfy  feizes  on  the 
limbs,  the  matter  being  as  it  were  tran- 
flated  thither. — He  frequently  obferved 
paifies,  convulfions,  and  epilepfies  after 
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long  continued  fcorbutic  colics ;  which 
returned  periodically. 

A  captain  in  the  India  fervice  was 
frequently  feized  with  the  colic,  and  be¬ 
came  paralytic  in  his  limbs.  After  many 
voyages  he  was  cured  of  his  fcurvy*  re¬ 
covered  the  ufe  of  his  limbs,  and  is  per¬ 
fectly  well.  Navy  furgeons  in  very  long 
voyages  have  frequent  opportunities  of 
feeing  patients  finking  under  this  cala¬ 
mitous  difeafe,  who  recover  furpriiingly* 
upon  being  put  on  fliore  to  live  upon 
fruits  and  vegetables.  If  a  muriatic  fait 
be  the  occafion  of  this  diftemper,  the 

4 

limbs  will  be  ftiff  and  rigid ;  but  if  it 
arife  from  an  alcaline  or  acid  diathefis, 
they  become  flaccid,  pendulous  and  flex¬ 
ible. 

I  faw  a  miferable  perfon  quite  bloat¬ 
ed  by  the  immoderate  ufe  of  fea-falt  ^  his 
limbs  were  totally  relaxed,  and  as  ftiff 
and  hard  as  a  fifh  dried  in  the  lun.  The 
fvveat  fpontaneoufly  breaking  out  was 

G  exqui- 
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exquifitely  fait;  which  when  left  remain¬ 
ing  would  form  perfedt  chryftals  about 
his  nofe,  eafily  difcernible  and  friable.— 
This  I  faw  and  felt. 


CHAP.  XV. 

The  feventh  remote  Caufe.  Melan¬ 
choly. 

Y  melancholy  I  mean  a  long  and 
obftinate  delirium  without  a  fever, 
with  a  fixed  and  determined  attention  to 
one  and  the  fame  objedh  This  is  oc- 
cafioned  .by  that  difpofition  of  the  hu¬ 
mors,  which  the  antients  called  atrabilis. 
If  it  arife  from  a  difturbed  mind, 
which,  however,  is  rarely  the  cafe,  the 
bile  itfelf  becomes  black;  the  bafis  of 
which  is  an  earth  intimately  united  with 
the  thick  oil  of  the  blood,  deprived  of 
its  more  balfamic  and  fluid  particles.  If" 

by  its  tenacity  it  be  accumulated  in  the 

hypo- 
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hypochondriacal  veffels,  it  affefts  the  nie^- 
fen tery  and  bowels  both  externally  as  well 
as  internally  -  for  we  often  remark,  in  dif¬ 
fering  human  bodies,  this  tranfuding 
bile  inquinating  the  parts  near  to  the  li¬ 
ver  with  a  blackifh,  yellow  and  green 

colour,  and  injuring  the  large  mefenteric 
nervous  plexus  by  its  contadt.  Here  are 

.  *  V.  v  . 

thefe  colics  chiefly  featedj  by  their  means 
we  account  for  the  furprizing  confent 
they  bear  with  the  vifcera,  fince  they  are 
every  where  very  plentifully  difperfed 
over  almoft  all  the  inteftines,  ftomach, 
gall-bladder,  dudtus  choledochus,  and 
whole  content  of  the  abdomen :  the 
black  bile  therefore,  while  it  ferments 
in  its  cavities,  mull  neceffariJv  excite 
dreadful  pains  in  the  adjacent,  and  in  an 

inftant  infedl  the  remoter  parts,  attended 
with  convulfions,  and  the  mod  excruci¬ 
ating  torments. 

Platerus  makes  the  fame  obfervation  : 

This  bile,  fays  he,  penetrating  and  foak- 

G  2  '  ing 
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iog  into  the  very  fubftance  of  the  intef- 
tines,  burns,  vellicates  and  deftroys  them; 
and  by  its  lodgment  there,  brings  on  vio¬ 
lent  pains,  which  by  their  conftant  ir¬ 
ritation  afFeft  the  whole  nervous  fyftem, 
and  produce  convulfions  and  palfies. 

Spigelius  and  Riverius  fay  the  fame 
thing  in  almoft  the  very  fame  words. 
The  bile  difcharged  on  the  coats  of  the 
inteftines,  and  imbibed  by  them,  brings 
on  {harp  pains  and  the  Cohc>  fo  little 
known  to  the  ancients,  when,  upon  ac¬ 
count  of  obftrudlion  it  cannot  pafs  by 
the  common  paflages,  but  is  fuddenly 
driven  by  an  unnatural  motion  to  the 
abdominal  membranes.  Hence  arifes  a 
mod  intenfe  pain  refembling  the  colic > 
which,  giving  way  to  no  medicinal  appli¬ 
cation,  is  only  relieved  by  a  fupervening 
palfy. 

Citejius  obferves,  that  women  of  ten¬ 
der  conftitutionsy  who  arc  broke  down 

with 
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with  grief,  become  paralytic  after  vio¬ 
lent  convulfive  colics. 

Wepfer  illuftrates  this  obfervation  by 
the  following  cafe  :  A  perfon  detained 
in  prifon  twelve  years  became  dull  and 
melancholy,  and  was  feized  with  an  if-*’ 
churia,  attended  with  coftivenefs  and  co¬ 
lic  ;  a  palfy  enfued,  which  was  reliev¬ 
ed  by  a  bilious  diarrhoea.  A  gentleman, 
inconfolable  for  the  lofs  of  an  only  daugh¬ 
ter,  fell  into  a  melancholy.  Burning 
carbuncles  on  his  fkin  certainly  denoted  a 
black  bile  ;  after  fame  time  he  felt  very 
dreadful  colic  pains,  attended  with  the 
mo  ft  obftinate  conftipation  of  the  belly  ; 
which  were  fucceeded  by  a  palfy  of  the 
arms.  Taking  freely  of  the  fpring  juices, 
and  drinking  Spa-water,  happily  cured 
him.  The  year  after,  upon  fome  unlucky 
occafion,  he  had  a  return  of  his  melan¬ 
choly  fit,  which  again  brought  on  his 
pains  and  palfy. 

G  3  I  have 
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I  have  myfelf  had  frequent  cpportu^ 
nities  of  making  the  fame  obfervati- 
pns. 


C  H  A  P.  XVI. 

The  eighth  remote  Caufe ,  Pajfiom 

of  the  Mind. 

TJIFERIUS  obferves,  that  he  had 
'■  often  feen  palfies  fupervene  colics, 
occafioned  by  violent  paffion. 

There  are  but  few  practitioners  in 
phyfick,  who  have  not  feen  the  wonder- 
ful  effects  which  the  paffions  of  the  mind 
have  upon  the  nerves,  efpecially  the  epi- 
gaftric  and  mefaraic :  they  have  an  amaz¬ 
ing  power  over  all  the  fphinfters  of  the 
"body ;  nay,  do  they  not  even  deftroy  the 
proportion  the  veffels  bear,  between  their 
trunks  and  t  amificaticns  ?  Sometimes 
they  promote,  at  others  obftru£t,  inter¬ 
nal  and  external  perforation, jtweat, urine, 
ftools,  tears,  nay  the  very  femen.  Paffion 
5  will 
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will  affedfc  one  man’s  ftomach,  another's 
belly,  and  this  by  either  relaxing  or  con- 
ftringing.  What  happens  in  the  larger 
parts,  will  alike  happen  in  the  mod  mi¬ 
nute;  thus  are  the  mucous  villous  coats  of 
the  gland  condringed,  the  gadric  and  en¬ 
teric  juice  is  obdrudted,  the  papillae  be¬ 
come  inadtive,  which,  in  hypochondriac 
and  hyfteric  people,  are  wonderfully  irri¬ 
table,  they  draw  the  yielding  nerves  into 
confent,  fpafms,,  convulfions;  epilepfies 
enfue,  and  if  the  caufe  continues  for  a 
time,  the  poor  wretches  become  para¬ 
lytic.  In  the  year  1741  I  attended  a 
very  worthy  friend  ;  he  had  one  of  the 
mod  tender  and  delicate  conditutions  I 
ever  met  with  5  his  underdanding  was 
quick,  but  he  was  of  a  very  hady  difpofi- 
tion,  fubjedt  upon  the  lead  ruffle  to  great 
anxiety  at  the  prscordia,  to  be  codive, 
to  have  fevere  colics,  which  generally 
ended  in  a  pally  of  his  hands :  being  of 
an  amorous  complexion,  he  had  frequent 

G  4  noc- 
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nodlurnal  pollutions,  which  are  fo  very 
deftruftive  to  the  nerves:  for  two  years 
did  he,  as  it  were,  ftruggle  with  death, 
at  length,  however, worn  down  by  ftrong 
epileptic  fits,  he  lay  eight  days  hydropho- 
bous  :  this  mo  ft  (hocking  fymptom  I  ob~ 
ferved  in  the  laft  fcene  of  his  life  ;  his 
deep  was  difturbed  and  frightful,  attend- 
with  a' twitching  of  the  nerves,  an  amaz¬ 
ing  anxiety  at  the  pnecordia,  and  pain¬ 
ful,  heavy  refpiration,  and  dreadful  hor¬ 
ror  at  the  fight  of  liquids,  which,  upon 
the  flighted  touch  with  the  lips,  threw 
him  into  the  mod  unfpeakable  agonies, 
tremors,  and  fury.  His  tongue  was  rough 
and  black,  his  mouth  yawned,  and  he 
howled  and  barked  like  a  dog,  his  voice 
was  hcarfe.  His  mouth  was  full  of  a 
thin  froth,  which  he  fpit  grinning  hor¬ 
ribly  at  the  by-danders  s  he  loft  his  eye- 
light,  and  his  eyes  were  greatly  blood- 
{hot,  he  neverthelefs  would  wildly  feel 
about  him  with  tremulous  hands,  in  or¬ 
der 
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der  to  bite  any  of  the  attendants  he  could 
lay  hold  of;  at  length  a  cold  fweat,  the 
welcome  harbinger  of  death,  came  on, 
and  put  an  end  to  all  his  miferies. 

About  three  years  before  this  I  faw 
fuch  another  cafe,  except  the  hydrophobia , 
in  a  very  beautiful  lady,  who  being  ai¬ 
med:  worn  out  with  fatigue  during  a  dole 
and  affedionate  attendance  upon  her  huf- 
band  during  his  indifpofttion,  was  feized 
with  all  thefe  fymptoms,  upon  a  fudden 
fright,  on  feeing  one  of  her  fervants 
wounded  and  bloody.  1  alfo  knew  a 
very  delicate  lady,  who,  upon  the  flight- 
eft  occafion,  fell  into  colic  pains,  epi- 
lepfy,  and  pally. 

Thofe  who  are  too  much  addided  to 
venery,  are  frequently  expofed  to  thefe 
diforders.  And  no  wonder,  fince  a  too 
free  ufe  of  amorous  dalliances  is  one  caufe 
of  the  Colica  Pictonum:  it  feems, 
however,  a  more  remote  one,  inafmuch 

as  it  wonderfully  increafes  the  motion 

and 
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and  irritability  of  the  nerves,  and  in 
that  particular  ads  as  a  praedifpofing 
caufe.  • 

CHAP.  XVII. 

* 

The  diagnoJUc  Signs  of  the  Colica 

PlCTONUM. 

WE  fhall  eafily  and  very  readily  ac¬ 
count  for  the  diagnoftic  fymp- 

«• 

toms,  from  either  of  the  foregoing  caufes. 

Before  the  pain  comes  on,  the  pati¬ 
ent  generally  feels  a  weight  and  uneafi- 
nefs  either  in  the  umbilical  or  gaftric  re¬ 
gion  j  fometimes,  though  that  very  rare¬ 
ly,  in  the  hypogaftric,  about  the  loins, 
hypochondria,  efpecially  on  the  right 
fide,  and  the  inteftines.  He  becomes 
heavy  and  melancholy, breathes  fhort  and 
hard,  and  frequently  fighs ;  his  eyes  are 
dull,  and  face  pale.-— The  pains  now 
feem  to  be  fomething  eafier,  but  are  con¬ 
tinual. 
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tinual,  tho’  fear ce  difcernible,  from  the 
former  weight  and  uneafinefs.  His  appe¬ 
tite  begins  to  fall  off,  his  thirft  encreafes ; 
his  belly  is  coftive,  and  he  difeharges  but 
very  fmall  quantities  of  urine,  and  all 
this  is  attended  with  a  loathing;  a  naufea 
fucceeds,  and  encreafes  with  the  pain, 
which  is  now  continual :  belchings  enfue, 
and  the  periftaltic  motion  of  the  intef- 
tines  is  inverted. — Next  follow  frequent 
inclinations  to  vomit,  giving  momentary 
relief,  but  the  pains  foon  return,  attended 
with  vomiting.  The  abdomen,  efpecially 
the  umbilical  region,  is  drawn  inward.  A 
fever  comes  on,with  a  flowereeping  pulfe, 
and  a  tumbling  and  tolling  about  the  bo¬ 
dy,  great  anguifli,  hiccup,  tenefmus,  fup^ 
preffion  of  urine,  and  fpafm  of  the  anus 
and  urinary  bladder. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XVIII. 

"The  prognoftic  Signs  of  the  Colica 

Pictonum. 

IF  thefe  recited  fymptoms  hold  for  a 
time,  the  body  waftes  away,  the 
voice  becomes  hoarfe  and  weak,  nay  fre¬ 
quently  is  entirely  loft.  The  limbs,  both 
the  upper  and  lower,  burn  with  pain, 
while  thofe  of  the  belly  become  eafier. 
The  patient,  deceived  by  this  interval 
of  eafe,  and  hoping  tor  a  better  fate, 
fuddenly  feels  his  limbs  fail  him,  and 
in  a  little  time  after  he  becomes  totally 
relaxed.  Nor  is  this  the  period  of  their 
mifery;  for  very  often  refpiration  be¬ 
coming  difficult,  convulfions  and  epilep- 
fies,  (the  internal  as  well  as  external 
fenfes  being  entirely  deftroyed)  will  (hake 
the  human  frame,  attending  or  rather 
fticceeding  upon  a  tingling  of  the  ears, 

a  dim- 
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a  dimnefs  of  fight  or  fparks  of  fire  glar¬ 
ing  before  the  eyes.  The  atrophy  en- 
creafes,  and  a  lofs  of  voice,  dylpnsea, 
blindnefs,  phrenitis,  and  lethargy,  fore- 
tel  approaching  death, 

CHAP.  XIX. 


T  N  y 

An  anatomical  InfpeSlion  of  the 

Body . 

HYSICIANS  are  too  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  uncertainty  of 
anatomical  enquiries,  fo  as  to  judge  with 
precifion  between  a  caufe  and  its  effect. 
Sometimes,  in  inveftigating  the  one,  we 

r  1 

frequently  lofe  fight  of  the  other,  and 
this  is  more  particularly  true  in  dif- 
eafes  of  the  nerves  :  for  this  reafon  it  is, 
why  in  perfons  who  have  died  of  the 
Colica  PicxoNUM,we  have  found  little 
elfe  upon  diffedtion,  but  the  colourlefs  in- 
teftines  diftended  with  flatus. 
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Senac,  that  moft  able  anatomift*  who 
has  fo  very  accurately  written  upon  the 
diaphragm  and  the  heart,  differed  above 
fifty  perfons,  who  died  of  ^jfie  Colica 
Pictonum  ;  and  yet,  in  his  letters  to 
me  upon  that  fubjedt,  he  honeftly  con- 
feffes  that  he  could  find  nothing  there, 
which  afforded  any  light  to  lead  us  to 
the  caufe  of  the  difeafe. 

Fernelius  opened  the  corpfe  of  a  pain¬ 
ter  ;  his  liver,  fpleen,  ftomach,  and  kid¬ 
neys  were  perfedtly  found,  there  was  nei¬ 
ther  obftru&ion  in  the  gall  bladder,  nor 
any  quantity  of  morbid  matter  lodged  in 
the  mefentery,  or  in  any  other  part  what¬ 
ever,  which  could  give  room  to  account 
for  the  caufe  of  his  indifpofition.  But 
if  any  of  the  remote  caufes  which 
have  been  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
chapters,  occafion  this  Colic,  we  then ' 
frequently  are  thoroughly  fatisfied  upon 
infpedlion. 
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In  the  year  1592,  the  body  of  a'Fran- 
cifcan  friar,  who  died  of  this  complaint, 
was  opened  j  the  membranes  of  the  je¬ 
junum  were  turgid  with  an  asruginous 
bile,  much  diftended,  very  near  the  re¬ 
gion  of  the  liver :  The  coats  of  th<? 
inteftine  appeared  foaked  with  a  thin 
bile,  nor  was  the  epiploon,  which  was 
coloured  with  it,  free  from  the  infec¬ 
tion  ;  the  coats  of  the  inteftine  diftend¬ 
ed  with  wind,  and  near  deftroyed  by  the 
acrimony  of  the  bile,  were  almoft  torn 
to  pieces,  the  external  coat  arifing  from 
the  peritoneum  was  the  only  entire  part 
left. 

-w*  i 

After  I  had  received  Senac  $  letters,  I 
opened  the  bodies  of  two  patients  who 
died  of  this  Colic ,  which  was  brought 
upon  them  by  melancholy,  in  confer 
quence  of  many  troubles.— I  found  the 
concave  part  of  the  liver,  and  the  parts 
adjacent,  tinged  with  a  blackifh  green 
bile* 
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The  following  year  I  examined  the 
body  of  a  perfon  who  died  of  a  fcorbu- 
tic  Colic :  the  naked  papillae  appeared 
every  where  excoriated  from  the  fharp- 
nefs  of  the  humours,  and  defed  of  the 
inteftinal  mucus,  which  ought  to  lubri¬ 
cate  their  inward  coats,  and  the  innu¬ 
merable  veffels  of  the  inteftines  and  me- 
fentery  were  at  the  fame  time  varicofe, 
and  contained  a  black  blood. 

CHAP,  XX, 

A  port  Explanation  of  the  Symp¬ 
toms  of  the  Colic  a  Pictonum. 

TH  E  following  fee m  to  be  the  mod 
remarkable,  as  well  as  the  moft 
troublefome  fymptoms  attending  the  Co- 
lic a  Pictonum. 

i.  A  fenfe  of  a  difagreeable  weight  and 
nneafinefs  preceding  the  Colic  pain,  fore¬ 
bodes  an  impending  fpafm,  and  a  be¬ 
ginning  contradion  of  the  nerves ;  the 

many 
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many  excretory  and  fecretory  organs  of 
the  abdomen  being  conftringed,  the  pro- 
greffive  motion  of  the  humors  muft  ne- 
ceffarily  be  impeded,  and  as  the  refin¬ 
ances  encreafe,  fo  will  the  fenfe  of  weight  | 
and  this  will  appear  more  evident,  when 
we  confider  what  a  confeiit  there  is  be¬ 
tween  the  abdominal  and  diaphragmatic 
nerves ;  and  this  will  alfo  fufficiently  ac¬ 
count  for  their  contraction.  The  pa  (li¬ 
ons  of  the  mind  adiing  upon  the  epigas¬ 
tric  nerves  will  have  the  like  effedh 
2.  A  more  laborious  respiration.  Since 
the  lungs  are  not  idiopathically  affect¬ 
ed,  this  fymptom  depends  principally 
upon  the  injured  aCtion  of  the  dia¬ 
phragm  ;  it  appears  from  the  foregoing 
paragraph,  that  its  nerves  have  a  won¬ 
derful  confent  with  thofe  of  the  abdo¬ 
men.  This  is  very  obvious  in  hypochon¬ 
driacal  complaints;  for  the  bread  being 
in  no  manner  affected  in  this  cafe,  (till 

the  patient  complains  of  a  difficulty  of 

w  H  breath^ 
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breathing,  attended  with  frequent  figll- 
ing,  in  confequenee  of  the  affection  of 
the  abdominal  nerves. 

3.  Abdominal  pains  are*  and  in  fad 
ought  to  be,  in  a  compound  ratio  with 
the  irritating  caufe  and  number  of  the 
iierves  more  or  lefs  irritable  :  hence  hy¬ 
pochondriacal  and  hyfterical  people  feel 
thefe  pains  and  their  efifeds  in  a  more  vi¬ 
olent  degree  than  the  flrong  and  hardy > 
the  wonderful  provifion  of  nerves  in  the 
mefentery  and  inteftines  furnifhing  their 
inward  coats  with  an  infinite  number  of 
villi,  papillae,  and  fph  in  demise,  impart 
alfo  an  amazing  number  of  ple:cus?s,which 
give  that  fenfe  of  exquifite  pain  to  every 
part  they  irradiate;  no  wonder*  therefore* 
that  thefe  irritated  nerves  fhould  caufe 
fpafms,  convulfions,  and  epilepfies. 

4.  The  belly  bound ,  and  the  urine  dif- 
charged  m Jmall  quantities ,  is  the  effed  of 
a  gradual  increafing  fpafm.  The  periflal-* 
tic  motion  of  the  guts  is  flopped,  and  the 

ner- 
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iiervbiifc  cords  of  the  inteftinal  tube  con- 
ftringed  bythisfpafm.  The  organ  con¬ 
tinues  exhaling  and  inhaling,  the  glands 
fecrete  no  lubricating  humor,  the  gaftric 

and  enteric  juice  is  deficient*  the  villous 
membrane  becomes  dry,  and  the  har¬ 
dened  feces  adhere  to  the  juicelefs,  con- 
ftri£ted  inteftinal  tube.  The  bile  fo  ne- 
Ceffary  to  the  expulfiori  of  the  feces  being 
Wanting  as  an  efficient  caufe  for  all  the 
fecretions  are  obftrueted,  the  refiftance 
will  be  the  greater,  and  baffle  every  en¬ 
deavor.  The  rtieferaic  nerves  being  fp ai¬ 
med  ieally  conftringed,  both  the  vena! 
and  hypOgaftric  plexus  fornied  from  it? 
becoming  rigid,  will  prevent  the  fee  re- 
tion  and  excretion  of  the  urine.  If  the 
coftivenefs  prove  obftinate,  and  the  caufe 
of  the  ipafm  encreafed,  the  very  tendi¬ 
nous  ligaments  of  the  colon  >  which  extend 
chemfelves  up  to  the  rectum^  contract^ 
and  the  anus  will  be  drawn  back, 

H  t  |  o  NaPA 
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5.  Naufea,  belching ,  vomiting,  a  rife 
more  or  lefs  from  the  fame  caufe;  fince 
even  a  flight  convulfion  of  the  fauces, 
cefophagus,  Stomach,  inteStines,  and  a 
vain  endeavor  to  puke,  will  bring  on  a 
naufea. 

If  convulsions  of  the  Sphincter  of  the 
cefophagus,  of  the  cefophagus  itieli,  tne 
upper  and  lower  orifice  of  the  Stomach 
and  bowels,  flop  the  elaitic  air  but 
for  one  moment,  and  emit  it  again  in 
the  next,  a  belching  will  be  the  conic- 
quence.  If  the  mufeular  fibres  of  the 
fauces.  Stomach,  bowels,  diaphragm,  and 
abdominal  mufcle$,be  Strongly  convulfed, 
a  vomiting  will  eniue,  and  the  very  in¬ 
teStines  and  other  vifcera  will  difcharge 
themfelves  that  way.  During  this  inter¬ 
val  the  peristaltic  motion  is  not  Stopped, 
but  inverted  $  for  the  animal  body  is  So 
conftrudted,  that  thofe  things  which  are 
injurious  to  it  are  wafhed  away  by  a  rich 
lymph,  or  are  carried  off  Spontaneously  by 

itool  or  vomit. 
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5.  A  retrotraSiion  of  the  abdomen  hap¬ 
pens  in  confequence  of  the  contraction  of 
the  inteftines,  and  of  the  whole  contents 
of  the  abdomen.  The  mefentery  arifing 
from  the  loins,  fo  rich  with  plexus’s  of 
the  intercoftal  nerves,fpafmodicallydrawn 
towards  the  fixed  point  of  its  origination, 
draws  back  the  abdomen  itfelf,  the  in- 
teftines,  peritoneum  j  the  very  abdominal 
mufcles  become  contracted,  and  the  abdo¬ 
minal  fyftem  of  veins  and  ferous  and  lym¬ 
phatic  veflels  being  emptied  by  this  con- 
vulfive  contraction,  draws  the  fubfiding 
abdomen  towards  the  fpine  of  the  back. 

6.  A  flow  fever ,  from  the  irritation  of 
the  nerves,  and  an  almoft  ever  attending 
pain,  occafioned  by  the  acrimony  of  the 
humors  daily  encreafing.  The  obftruCt- 
ed,  laCteal,  and  'abforbent  veffels,  prevent 
the  ingrefs  of  the  chyle,  nor  permit  a  re¬ 
novation  of  humors.— The  depauperated 
blood  becomes  gradually  more  and  more 
acrimonious,  and  in  procefs  of  time  fa~ 

H  3  .  perl  a- 
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perlatively  foj  and  this  it  is  that  produces 
this  fymptom. 

7.  An  atrophy ,  in  confequence  of  the 
continual  vomiting*  which  prevents  nu~ 
frition.  This,  if  it  perfevere,  is  the  fame 
thing  as  if  the  patient  were  ftarved  :  the 
want  of  deep  will  alfo  aggravate  this 
fymptom.  Some  animals  haye  been  nou- 
rifhed  by  deep,  even  without  the  inter-* 
yention  of  meat  or  drink  >  and  if  we  will 
believe  what  Martial  fays,  have  even 
grown  ileek  and  fat* 

I 

‘Tota  mihi  dormitur  hyenis ,  &  pinguior  ilb 
tempore  funi,  quo  me.  nil  niji fomnus  alit . 

Book  13.  Bpigr.  59. 

Too  much  watching,  on  the  contrary, 
diffipates  the  fpirits,  dries  thp  body,  thick¬ 
ens  the  humors,  and  makes  them  acri¬ 
monious  ;  thefe  Simulate  the  folids,  en« 
creafe  motion,  and  bring  on  a  fever. 

8 .  Diminution  of  voice ,  hoarfenefs,  and. 
entire  lofsof  it. ,  becaufe  the  mucus,  which 

jfhould 
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fhould  line  the  throat,  is  wanting,  and 
the  nerves  are  relaxed.  The  voice  is  form¬ 
ed  by  the  expulfion  of  the  air  contained 
in  the  lungs,  by  means  which  contrail: 
the  thorax  :  confined  in  the  afpera  arte- 
ria ,  bell-like  ventricles,  and  thence  in 
the  glottis,  it  becomes  tremulous,  fono- 
rous,  and  clear,  by  the  intervention  of  the 
recurrent  nerves,  The  agility  of  the 
mufcles  of  the  glottis,  the  very  opportune 
relaxation  of  the  ligaments  deflined  to 
conned  the  cartilages  of  the  larynx,  the 
greater  and  leiTer  aperture  of  the  glottis, 
and  the  lubricating  juice  of  the  thyroids 
gland,  make  the  voice  fonorous.  If  thefe 
be  all  of  them  injured,  it  brings  on  a  di¬ 
minution  of  the  voice  ;  if  they  be  entire¬ 
ly  deficient,  they  totally  deftroy  it.  The 
deftrudion  of  the  mucus,  and  relaxation 
of  the  nerves,  will  very  eafily  account  for 
every  phenomenon  obiervable  in  tne  Co- 
lica  Pictonum. 

H  4 


S©4-  CoLICA  PlCTONUM  :  or, 

9.  Palfy  of  the  limbs ,  the  efifedt  of  4 
continual  fpafm  of  the  nerves,  arifing 
from  their  callofity.  The  nerves  iffoing 
from  the  cranium  receive  their  covering 
from  the  dura  rneninx.  A  moft  fine  va¬ 
por  exhales  between  this  and  the  nerve, 
whereby  a  concretion  is  prevented.  Na¬ 
ture  very  wifely  ufes  the  fame  precaution 
with  the  tendons,  in  order  to  prevent 
their  adhefion  to  the  coats.  If  this  moi- 
fture  be  wanting,  a  concretion  will  hap¬ 
pen  in  both  cafes,  the  tendons  will  be¬ 
come  motionlefs,  the  organical  aftion  of 

the  nerves  will  be  deftroyed,  and  the 
limbs  become  ft  iff,  rigid,  and  ufel-efs. 
The  mufcles  deftined  for  the  movement 
of  the  fhoulders  lofe  their  flefhy  fub- 
fiance  3  then  thofe  alfo  which  move  the 
arm  and  ulna  y  the  carpus  and  metacar- 

4  '  *  j  ■  '  . 

pus  and  phalanges,  will  ftirink  and  fall 
away.  The  tendons  are  fo  fattened  by 
the  vaginas,  as  to  be  ftiff  from  the  fihoul- 
ckr  down  to  the  very  tips  of  the  fingers, 

'  '  The 


Dry  Belly-Ach.  105 

The  feet,  tibia,  and  thighs  are  in  the  fame 
condition  :  this  produces  a  more  or  lefs 
perfect  palfy.  In  fome,  tho’  the  motion 
be  deftroyed,  the  fenfes  remain  entire  ■,  fo 
that  the  common  extenfors  of  the  fin¬ 
gers,  the  fupinatores  and  extenfores  of  the 
thumbs,  and  the  abduSlores  and  adduSio- 
res  firfl:  lofe  their  motion.  If  the  feet  be¬ 
come  paralytic,  the  extenfores  of  the  legs 
will  be  firft  affedted ;  fo  that  the  poor 
patient  can  move  his  leg,  though  with 
fome  difficulty,  either  way:  yet  is  he  un¬ 
able  to  ftand.  But  where  the  palfy  is 
complete,  the  upper  and  lower  extremi¬ 
ties  are  entirely  deprived  of  fenfe  and 
motion  ;  hang  pendulous,  and  perfe&Iy 

ufelefs  to  the  body,  which  fnrinks  to  a 
mere  fkeleton. 

It  were  happy  could  we  as  eafily  ac¬ 
count  for  all  the  furprizing  phenomena, 
as  we  can  recount  them.  But  we  are 
circumfcribed  by  limits  which  it  is  not 
in  our  power  to  pafs. - -The  nerves. 
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through  the  continuance  of  the  diforder, 
become  callous,  and  the  farther  they 
are  diftant  from  the  brain  the  fooner 

they  perifh.  The  blood  deprived  of  its 
fpirits  preferves  thofe  parts  moft  conti¬ 
guous  to  the  brain,  while  thofe  at  a  di« 

fiance  from  it  chiefly  fufFer,  This  is 
remarkably  obfervable  in  fcorbutic  per- 

fons  who  lofe  the  ufe  of  their  hands  and 

■  <  * 

feet  upon  the  flighted:  touch  of  a  colic. 
Does  the  communication  of  the  abdo¬ 
minal  nerves  of  the  neck  with  the  bra¬ 
chial,  explicitly  account  for  a  pally  of  the 
arms?  Or  will  the  troublefome  paffage 
of  the  crural  nerve  in  its  traverfe  from 
the  abdomen  through  the  middle  pfoas 
mufcle  determine  why  the  thigh,  leg  and 
feet,  fhould  be  relaxed  ?  Though  we  are 
not  perfectly  clear  upon  this  fubjeft,  yet 
are  we  not  entirely  deprived  of  fome 
light  by  which  we  may  unravel  thefe 
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If.  Convuljions  and  epileptic  jits .  This 
piay  be  eafily  underftood  when  we  confix 
der  the  great  diftribution  of  nerves  in  the 
abdomen.  The  large  fympathics,  ot 
Intercoftal  nerves,  in  order  to  join  the 
fifth  and  fixth  pair,  feem  to  afcend  to- 
wards  the  anterior  parts  with  the  in¬ 
ternal  carotid.  Now  the  angle  of  con¬ 
junction  is  lo  acute  as  to  prevent  their 
* 

being  miftaken  for  the  recurrents.  What 
therefore  is  taken  for  the  original  de¬ 
fending  branch  of  the  nerve  is  nothin^ 
more  than  the  afcending  branch,  which 
ramifying  within  the  cranium  would  join 
itfelf  to  the  abovementioned  nerves.  The 
‘  intercoftals,  called  the  great  fympathics, 
run  near  the  vertebra,  at  the  root  of  the 
tranverfe  apophyfes,  and  the  internal  la¬ 
teral  furface  of  the  os  facrum.  They  are 
divided  through  their  whole  extent,  as 
fo  many  cords,  into  various  ganglions^ 
they  communicate  from  the  back  part 
by  fmall  collateral  branches  with  the 

»  i  '  .  . 

ganglions 
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ganglions  of  the  fpinal  marrow ;  from  the 
forepart,  however,  they  furnifh  the  gan¬ 
glions  with  branches  of  their  own.  Thefe 
ganglions  differ  in  fize,  color,  and  con- 
•fiftenee,  and  are  as  it  were  fo  many  ori¬ 
ginations  of  the  largeft  fympathic  pair. 
The  fuperior,  called  cervical,  is  the  big- 
'geft,  though  the  fofteft,  in  fhape  refem- 
bling  an  olive,  longitudinally  placed  near 
the  pharynx,  at  the  root  of  the  three 
upper  vertebrae  of  the  neck.  From  the 
top  of  the  ganglion  rifts  a  nerve  which 
enters  the  fcull  with  the  internal  carotid; 
but  the  ganglion  adheres  to  the  trunk 
of  the  eighth  pair  by  means  of  fmall  fi¬ 
bres  or  threads,— Either  way,  however, 
it  communicates  by  very  fhort  branches 
with  the  firft,  fecond,  and  third  cervical, 
and  even  with  the  branch  of  the  eighth 
pair,  as  far  as  the  larynx.  In  its  paffage 
it  affords  fmall  branches  to  the  pharynx, 
carotid  artery,  and  at  length  fends  a  pret¬ 
ty  foqfid^rable  one  to  the  breaft.  From 

the 
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the  lower  part  of  the  ganglion  arifes  a 
fmall  branch  delcending  over  the  anteri¬ 
or  vertebral  mufcles  of  the  neck,  adher-. 
ing,  enelofed,  as  it  were,  in  one  (heath*, 
to  the  eighth  pair  and  carotid  artery,  as 
far  as  to  the  laft  vertebra  of  the  neck* 
The  nerve  defcending  from  the  back 
part  fenfibly  becoming  larger  joins  the 
third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  often  the  fixth 
cervical  pair,  the  oblique  ftnaller  ramifi¬ 
cations  intermixing  with  them,  juft  by 
the  laft  vertebra  of  the  neck,  near  the 
lower  cervical  ganglion,  infledted -towards 
the  exterior  parts  by  the  fubclavian  arte¬ 
ry,  proceeds  the  fo  called  dorfal,  and 
forms  a  larger  ganglion  ;  both  thefe  gan¬ 
glions  communicate  with  the  vertebral 
nerves  by  the  intervention  of  fmall  ra¬ 
mifications. 

The  laft  cervical  ganglion,  and  (bme* 
times  the  firft  dorfal,  gives  a  branch  to  the 
large  recurrent  nerve  :  hence  rifes  a  ner¬ 
vous  cord,  which  accompanies  a  branch 

of 
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bf  the  eighth  pair  near  the  axillary  and 
Carotid  artery,  and  goes  off  towards  the 
plexus  pulmonaris;  thence  it  paffes  to  the 
trunk  of  the  intercoftal*  and  eighth  pair, 
to  the  cardiac  plexus,  the  left  recurrent 
nerve  to  the  heart,  and  its  parts  adjacent. 
Sec.  Under  the  firft  dorfal  ganglion  a 
trunk  defeends  over  the  ligaments  which 
Connect  the  ribs  to  the  vertebra.  Then 
defeending  between  both  ribs,  it  receives 
a  ganglion,  with  which,  by  means  of  a 
double  and  very  Ihort  thread,  it  commu¬ 
nicates  from  behind  with  the  coftal  and 
next  dorfal  nerve.  Towards  the  lower 
parts  it  generally  fends  five  branches,  be¬ 
fore  it  paffes  the  laft  dorfal  vertebra.  Theft 
ramifications  uniting  form  one  large  cord, 
collaterally  as  it  were  perforating  the  di¬ 
aphragm,  firft  furnilhing  its  convex  fur- 
face  with  a  few  fibrilke.  It  alfo  affords 
fome  to  the  concave  part,  and  forms  a 
kind  of  ganglion  juft  above  the  kidney, 
called  the  plexus  femilunaris.  The  right 
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and  left  ganglion  near  the  ftomach  abovd 
the  ccsliac  artery  communicates  with  the 
eighth  pair. 

There  is  alfo  a  kind  of  intermediate 

plexus  called  coeliac,  which  furrounds  the 

\ 

coeliac  artery,  and  furnifhes  the  mefoco- 
lon  with  fmall  nervous  fibrils. 

An  hepatic  plexus  arifes  alfo  on  the 
right  fide,  which  joins  lome  fmall  branches 
of  the  diaphragmatic  nerve,  and  furnilhes 
the  hepatic  arteries,  vena  portarum,  gall¬ 
bladder,  duodenum,  pancreas,  and  fuper- 
renal  glands,  with  nerves.  On  the  left 
fide  the  femilunar  ganglions  form  the 
fplenic  plexus,  which,  by  the  interven¬ 
tion  of  the  plexus  ftomachicus  commu¬ 
nicating  with  the  eighth  pair,  embraces 

the  fplenic  artery,  and  pafles  into  the 
pancreas  and  Ipleen. 

From  botn  the  femilunar  ganglions 
iffue  branches,  which,  united  by  the  fi- 
brillaB  ot  the  lumbal  ganglions,  form  the 

£  re** 


HZ  CotXCA  PlCTONtTM  5  Of, 
renal  plexus,  fu  mi  filing  the  fpermatie 
veflels  with  fmall  nerves. 

This  renai  plexus,  together  with  the 
femilunar,  greatly  contributes  towards 
the  formation  of  the  large  meferaic 
plexus. 

Thefe  two  femilunar  ganglions  imme¬ 
diately  under  the  diaphragm  mutually 
fend  out  nervous  branches,  which  con- 
flitute  the  rete  plexiforme. 

The  large  folar  plexus,  as  it  is  called, 
here  and  there  difperfes  nervous  fibrills 
about  the  mefocolon,  mefentery,  and  dia¬ 
phragm,  and  forms  a  kind  of  covering 
to  the  fuperior  meferaic  artery,  almoft 
to  its  moft  ultimate  branches,  which  it 
every  where  accompanies  quite  to  the 
inteftines  and  meferaic  glands. 

This  fuperior  meferaic  plexus  is  chief¬ 
ly  compofed  of  the  hepatic  and  renal 
gland,  and  femilunar  ganglion,  and  fur- 
nifhes  the  lower  meferaic  artery  with 

a  truly  nervous  coat,  which  accompanies 

the 
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the  artery,  and  fends  its  branches  to  the 
very  inteftines,  which  is  a  very  remark¬ 
able  circumftance.  To  this  coat  and  its 
proceffes  we  give  the  appellation  of  plex¬ 
us  of  the  lower  mefentery.  Below  again, 
from  the  fame  origin,  rifes  a  third  plexus 
called  hypogaftric,  juft  above  the  laft  dor- 
fal  vertebra,  terminating  in  two  com- 
prefled  ganglions,  which  embrace  the 'hin¬ 
der  part  of  the  redlum ;  this  gives  branches 
to  the  inteftine,  urinary  bladder,  fper- 
matic  veflels,  and  all  the  parts  contained 
in  the  pelvis.  | 

The  collateral  branch  being  fent  out, 
the  intercoftal  becomes  fmaller,  and  flant- 
ingly  perforates  the  lower  mufcle  of  the 
diaphragm,  but,  prefently  joining  the 

branches  of  the  two  lower  dorfals,  it 

> 

grows  larger  :  then  defcending  be¬ 
tween  the  pfoas  mufcle  and  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  tendons  of  the  leffer  mufcle  of 
the  diaphragm,  juft  at  the  extremity  of 
the  os  facrum,  the  left  and  right  join, 

I  and 
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and  fend  fmall  branches  to  the  mufcles 
of  the  redtum,  os  coccygis,  together  with 
the  la  ft  nerves  of  the  os  facrum. 

To  fet  this  matter  in  a  (till  clearer 
light,  we  are  to  obferve,  that  all  the 
nerves  iffuing  out  of  the  ganglions  being 
higher  in  color,  and  fofter  in  confiftence 
than  thofe  that  enter  into  them,  put  off 
the  coat  they  received  from  the  dura  me- 

•f 

ninx ,  and  affume  a  new  one  fofter  than 
that  the  ganglions  fupply  them  with  ^  by 
which  they  are  equally  defended  in  their 
progreffion  as  by  the  former:  and  en- 
creafing  in  number  as  they  blue  forth, 
having  entirely  loft  the  membrane  which 
had  originally  connected  them  together, 
they  fpread  themfelves  on  ail  fides  into 
many  branches  like  the  radii  of  a  circle 
from  its  center. — For  thus  the  meferaic 
ganglion  diffufes  nervous  branches  to  all 
the  inteftines,  but  the  femilunar  ganglion 
to  the  liver,  fpleen,  kidneys,  as  well  as 
to  all  the  abdominal  vifcera*  Below  the 

gan« 


Dry  Belly-Ach. 


115 

ganglion,  the  foftnefs  and  tendernefs  of 
the  nerves  in  the  abdomen,  where  they 
are  fafely  lodged,  .arifes  from  their  ly¬ 
ing  foaking,  as  it  were,  in  a  vapor  bath  j 
and  nature  therefore  has  formed  ganodi- 
ons  no  where  but  in  the  abdomen,  or 
within  the  bones  where  the  nerves,  lie 
concealed  :  the  reft  of  the  nerves,  being 
defended  by  the  coat  of  the  tneninx ,  are 
without  ganglions.  This  neurological  dx- 
greffion,  throwing  great  light  on  the  di- 
agnoftic  of  this  diftemper,  accounts  for 
all  its  phenomena,  and  points  out  the 
true  theory  of  convullions  and  epileptic 
fhocks 

Wepfers  admirable  obfervatlons  con¬ 
cerning  the  confent  of  the  nerves,  and 
the  convullions,  which  infants  newly  born 
are  fubjedt  to,  from  an  acid  contained  in 

their  tender  ftomachs  -and  bowels,  evi- 

\ 

dently  dernonftrate  this  matter*.  The 

*  See  Eujiachtusy  Tab.  xviii.  Jlbinus ,  and  Vieuf- 
fens'* s  Neurographia,  chap.  5.  Tab.  xxiii. 

I  2  whole 
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whole  human  frame  muft  fuffer  convul- 

% 

five  fpafms  whenever  the  mejerak  nervous 
plexus  is  irritated. 

It  yvould  greatly  raife  our  admiration, 
if  we  confidered  the  con  fen  t  of  the  parts, 
even  the  mo  ft  remote,  with  the  part  af¬ 
fected  :  how  often  do  we  obferve  a  diffi¬ 
culty  in  deglutition,  attended  with  a  con- 
vulfion  of  the  mufculi  adducentes  of  the 
lower  jaw,  a  fpafmus  cynicus ,  and  a  lock¬ 
ed  jaw,  feveral  days  after  cajlration  and 
the  herniotomia  ?  Blifter§  applied  to  the 
foies  of  the  feet  have  been  frequently 
known  to  relieve  epileptics. 
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CHAP.  XXL 

Nature  fametimes  performs  the 

Cure 9 

jt^RQET  fays,  that  the  nuns  of  a 
certain  monaftery  owed  their  fafe- 
ty  to  their  quitting  the  place  entirely, 
Citejius  obferves,  that  all  the  monks 
and  capuchins  he  lent  away  from  Foie - 
ton,  were  perfectly  restored,  without  the 
alii  ft  an  ce  of  medicine. 

Wepfer  relates  the  cafe  of  a  perfon  who 
„  had  loft  the  ufe  of  his  limbs,  but  recover¬ 
ed  perfedtly,  tho’  medicines  had  in  no 
fhape  whatever  been  adminiftred.  Bat, 
what  is  almoft  incredible,  declares  he 
once  obferved  apalfy  cured  by  afpontane- 
ous  bilious  diarrhoea .  This  very  remark¬ 
able  obfervation  is  not  confirmed  by  the 
authority  of  any  one  phyfician  to  my 
knowledge:  a  fymptomfo  little  agreeing 
with  the  nature  of  this  difeafe,  and  fo 

I  3  rc- 
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repugnant  to  every  phenomenon,  that 
nothing  could  engage  the  belief  of  it,  but 
the  known  candor  and  undoubted  autho¬ 
rity  of  fo  great  a  phyfician.  I  confefs,  for 
my  own  part,  1  never,  during  the  long 
courfe  of  my  practice,  faw  or  beard  of  the 
like.  But  I  have  very  frequently  feen 
unhappy  objects  upon  their  return  into 
Europe  from  Surinam,  after  having  fuffer- 
ed  greatly  from  pain  and  lofs  of  limbs, who 
foon  after  their  arrival  quitting  the  fhore, 
and  getting  into  a  fine  country  air,  have 
recovered  furprizingly  iafL 


i ,  ■ 
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CHAP.  XXII. 

Of  the  Cure  of  the  Colica  Pic- 
tonum  hy  Art. 

i 

ALL  that  I  have  related  with  regard 
to  the  various  remote  caufes  of 
the  Colica  Pictonum  being  duly  con- 
fidered,  and  that  too  fupported  by  the 
obfervations  of  men  of  the  fir  ft  eminence 
in  the  profeffion,  as  well  as  corroborated 
by  my  own  experience,  who  can  vainly 
imagine  that  the  fame  method  of  treat¬ 
ing  this  diftemper  will  anfwer  every  con¬ 
tingency  ?  Reafon,  as  well  as  experience, 
will  undoubtedly  direft  us  to  have  an  eye 
to  every  remote  caufe  ;  if  the  proximate 
caufe  were  only  attended  to,  I  much  fear 
the  cure  would  be  unhappily  managed. 

s 

One  and  the  fame  medicine  cannot  poffi- 
bly  fucceed  where  there  are  fo  many  dif¬ 
fering  caufes,  which  moil  afiuredly  Me- 

I  4  mand 
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mand  different  treatment.  In  order  to 
proceed  methodically,  I  fhall  endeavour 
to  point  out  a  cure  adapted  to  every  re¬ 
mote  caufe. 


C  H  A  P.  XXIII. 

Of  the  Cure  of  the  firft  remote 

Caufe . 

H  E  acrid  bile  long  retained  in  the 
A  liver  and  its  adjacent  parts,  and 
diffufed  all  over  the  mefentery  and  intes¬ 
tines,  contracting  a  flill  (harper  acrimo¬ 
ny  from  it  lodgment,  vellicates  the  ner¬ 
vous  parts,  and  irritates  the  nervous 
plexus.  If  it  penetrates  into  the  cavity 
of  the  abdomen,  it  abrades  the  defending 
mucus,  denudates  the  papilla  thefe  be¬ 
ing  irritated  will  produce  the  moft  obfti- 
nate  fpafms  in  the  fecretory  and  excre¬ 
tory  organs,  attended  with  conftipation 
of  the  bowels,  colic  pains,  naufea,  and 
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vomiting.  The  exhaling  veffels  and  mu¬ 
cous  glands  fo  neceflary  to  defend  the  pa¬ 
pillae  being  crifpated,  the  mucus  and 
moifture  will  be  wanting,  and  confe- 
quently  a  palfy  will  enfue  upon  the  colic. 
In  the  progrefs  of  this  difeafe,  the  effed 
of  which  is  lofs  of  ftrength,  bleeding 
will  certainly  be  injurious,  and  fo  indeed 
will  be  ftrong  purges,  which,  like  vomits, 
ad  by  irritation  :  all  irritating  medicines, 
whether  internally  or  externally  applied, 
are  hurtful.  The  fpafm  is  to  be  remov¬ 
ed,  and  the  morbid  matter  gradually 
to  be  conveyed  from  the  relaxed  emunc- 
tories,  downwards. — By  this  eafy  method 
the  convuliion  will  be  removed;  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  the  belly  will  be  fo- 
luble,  internal  perforation  rellored,  and 
a  mild  lubricating  mucus  regenerated. 

The  belly  fhould  be  fomented  with  an 
emollient  fotus,  and  a  very  foft  cataplafm*, 
lenient  clyfters  fhould  be  thrown  up  eve¬ 
ry  two  hours.  Flowers  of  the  moil  emol¬ 
lient 
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lient  kind,  barley,  crumbs  of  bread,  oat¬ 
meal,  flowers  of  marfhmallows,  mallows, 
liofeed  oil,  frefh  butter,  afford  the  rea¬ 
died:  and  Ample  ft  materials  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  Thefe  are  to  be  very  frequently 
and  copioufly  repeated.  Semicupia  are 
of  infinite  ufe,  whether  prepared  with 
warm  water,  or  milk  and  water.  The 
eleftarium  e  cafla  cum  manna,  mixed 
with  an  equal  quantity  of  oleum  amyg- 
dalarum  dulcium,  is  the  beft  purge  that 
can  be  given.— If  the  patient  takes  two 
or  three  drachms  of  it  in  four  ounces  of 
warm  whey,every  third  or  fourth  hour,  he 
will  probably  find  happy  effefts  from  it 
about  the  third  day,  the  belly  then  gene¬ 
rally  becoming  foluble  :  repeated  expe¬ 
rience  authorizes  this  method,  as  it  has 
proved  fuccefsfui,  and  is  therefore  adopt¬ 
ed  by  moft  gentlemen  of  the  faculty. 
Gitefms  incautioufly  adminiftring  rougher 
purges,  was  foon  convinced  of  his  error, 
upon  finding  they  produced  immenfe 
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pain ;  and  had  recourfe  to  the  milder 
medicines,  fuch  as*  oil  of  olives,  al¬ 
monds,  folutive  fyrupof  rofes,  &c.  thefe 
’  he  continued  for  many  days  together, 
and  it  perfectly  anfwered  his  intend- 

1 

ons. 

By  this  method  the  colic  pains  will 
be  greatly  relieved  :  opiates  in  this  cafe 
are  not  to  be  meddled  with,  for 
they  only  deceive  the  patient  as  well  as 
the  phyfician.  Convulfions  arifing  from 
a  (harp,  acrid,  vifcid  and  glutinous  mat¬ 
ter,  differ  from  thofe  occafioned  by  other 
caufes ,  the  effcdls  of  opiates  in  the  for¬ 
mer  cafe  mo  ft  furprizingly  aggravate 
and  prolong  the  diforder.— If  the  pati¬ 
ent  was  not  coftive  before,  he  is  ren¬ 
dered  fo  by  opiates,  and  this  muft  be  pre¬ 
vented  as  much  as  it  is  poffible. 

When  once  the  belly  is  rendered  fo« 
luble,  we  fhould  have  recourfe  to  plen¬ 
tiful  draughts  of  good  frefh  whey,  if 
it  is  to  be  had,  in  order  to  prevent  a 

relap  fe. 
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relapfe,  mild  faponaceous  juices,  with¬ 
out  fait,  have  their  ufe. — All  acrid  fub- 
ftances  are  to  be  avoided;  the  juice  of 
water  pimpernel  and  dandelion  are  very 
excellent. 

Then,  and  not  before,  are  the  parts  to 
be  dipped  in  feme  medicated  fpring,  in 
order  to  ftrengthen  and  recover  their 
tone  ;  the  acidulas  are  belt :  by  thefe,  in 
cafe  any  peccant  matter  ftill  lies  lurking, 
will  the  parts  be  perfectly  braced  up. 

A-'' 

C  H  A  P.  XXIV. 

The  Cure  of  the  fecond  remote 

Cauje. 

WHETHER  the  ftomach  and  bow- 
els  be  injured  by  wine  fweeten- 
ed  with  litharge,  by  water  impregnated 
with  ceruis,  or  by,  fubtle  poifcns  fwal- 
lowed  down,  the  effedts  will  be  equally 

dangerous. 


The 
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The  mucus  and  fphindterula?  of  the 
abforbent,  exhaling,  and  la&eal  veffels 
of  the  glands,  the  papillae  deprived  of  the 
gaftric  enteric  juice,  and  lubricating  mu¬ 
cus,  are  irritated  ;  this  irritation  fpread- 
ing  to  the  mefentery,  affedls  the  nervous 
plexus;  thefe  draw  the  whole  genus  ner- 
vofurn  into  confent,  upon  which  follow 
convullions,  attended  with  all  the  above 
related  fymptorns. 

This  diforder  frequently  attacks  per¬ 
rons  without  any  previous  indifpofition  ; 
nay,  fometimes  they  are  fuddenjy  feized 
with  the  moh  alarming  fymploms,  tho* 
they  were  feemingly  an  inftant  before 
in  the  mofl  perfect  good  health.  In  this  ' 
cafe,  if  the  patient  be  plethoric,  bleeding, 
even  repeatedly,  is  allowable;  but  if  the 
patient  be  weak,  omit  it  abfoluteiy. 

In  the  very  beginning  vomits  may  be 
of  fervice,  but  they  are  hurtful  after¬ 
wards  :  where  they  are  proper,  they 
are  preferable  to  the  rougher  purges, 

which 
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which  are  more  irritating,  yet  more 
doubtful  in  their  effeds  the  hurry  of 
fpirits  excited  by  vomits,  an  opiate  will 
eafily  quiet. 

Soft  emollient  epithems,  cataplafms, 
and  fomentations,  fhould  be  inftantly  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  abdomen,  and  relaxing  ody 
clyfters  repeatedly  thrown  up.  Secnicu- 
pia  are  of  great  ufe.  After  the  opiates, 
gentle  and  eafy  purgatives,  inch  as  men¬ 
tioned  above,'  .fhould  be  adminiftered,  by 
which  the  bowels  will  be  rendered  folu- 
hie;  the  rougher  purges,  on  the  contra¬ 
ry,  would  rather  cqnftipate.  Whey,  or 
milk  and  water,  may  be  drank  freely. 
Milk,  whether  of  an  afs,  mare  or  goat, 
is  our  excellent  antidote,  and  will  often 
perform  the  cure  without  any  other  me¬ 
dicine.—  Crfefms  knew  its  happy  effeds 
in  this  cafe,  and  Fernelius  confirms  it  by 
his  own  experience  and  obfervation. 

If,  notwithstanding  all  this,  the  pains 
fhould  continue  violent,  apply  acrid  bli- 

fters 
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ilers  to  the  legs  and  feet :  for,  of  two 
pains,  we  had  better  fubmit  to  the  leaft. 
It  is  fcarce  credible  how  immediately  pa¬ 
tients  are  relieved  by  bliilers.  This  1 
know  to  be  a  certain  truth ,  from  what  I 
have  my f elf  feen  in  fever al  cafes . 

c  H  A  P.  XX v; 

Lure  oj  the  third  remote  Caufe . 

^ji  ^  ^  j nice  of  moil;  fruits  newly 
^  preffed  contain  an  effential  acid 
fait,  by  fo  much  the  thicker  and  more 

copious,  by  how  much  fourer  the  fruits 
are— -thefe  are  very  hurtful  in  the  gout 
and  rheumatifm.  The  mucus  of  the  bow¬ 
els  w a flied  away  by  their  faponaceous 
quality,  will  lay  the  nerves  bare.  The" 
bile  itfelf  becomes  corrupted,  hardens, 
and  ftagnating  in  the  liver,  is  a  farther 
caufe  of  irritation. 

Long 
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Long  before  this  diftemper  fhews  itfelf 
by  the  violence  of  pain,  the  patients  be¬ 
come  languid,  weak,  pale,  and  cachec¬ 
tic  ;  the  red  part  of  the  blood  is  gradu¬ 
ally  impoverifhed  :  there  is  little  room 

in  this  cafe,  to  fufpedt  a  plethora. - - 

Who  would  attempt  bleeding,  ftrong  vo¬ 
mits,  or  rough  irritating  purges  ?  The 
diftemper  moves  on  gradually,  nor  breaks 
out  till  it  has  firft  taken  very  deep  root. 
The  bile,  the  chief  caufe  of  this  fharp 
difeafe,  rendered  more  acrid  by  its  lodg¬ 
ment,  admits  of  no  rough  methods, 
which  would  greatly  injure  the  friable 
fubftance  of  the  liver,  the  adjacent  ner¬ 
vous  parts,  and  hepatic  plexus,  which 
is  very  irritable.  Laxatives  alone  fhould 
be  given,  for  irritating  medicines  would 
but  bring  on  conftipation.  However,  in 
order  to  diflodge  the  bile  from  the  liver,, 
we  may  venture  upon  a  grain  or  two  of 
tartar  emetic,  diluted  in  a  pretty  large 
quantity  of  water  $  but  it  mu  ft  be  done 

with 


it 
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With  care  and  prudence  3  after  which 
exhibit  an  opiate. 

Mild  and  emollient  fomentations  re¬ 
lieve  the  moft  obftinate  fpafms,  oily  and 
foft  cataplafms  and  clyfters  repeatedly 
adminiftered  are  of  infinite  advantage. 
In  cafe  the  patients  be  weak,  languid, 
and  pale,  abftain  from  femicupia. — —I 
twice  faw  cedematous  fwellings  happen 
in  confequence  of  fuch  treatment.  Ifc. 
Syr.  rof.  folut.  §i.  Ol.  Amygd.  d.  giij. 
v.  o*  q.  f.  ft  lindtus,  cochlearia  duo  lar- 
ga  omni  bihorio  3  this  is  a  pretty  ecco- 
protic,  grateful,  and  pleafant,  and  will 
fully  anfwer  the  purpofe  intended.  A 
fpoonful  of  oil  of  olives  has  often  an- 
fwered  moft  furprizingly  :  water-gruel, 

or  barley  water,  fweetened  with  fyrop 

■  * 

of  marfhmallows,  conftitutes  an  agreea¬ 
ble,  as  well  as  wholefome,  beverage.— 
The  acid  in  the  firft  pafiages  entirely 
difclaims  the  ufe  of  acefcents.  If  the 
body  be  open,  and  the  pains  relieved, 

K  veal 
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veal  broth  boiled  with  barley  will  be 
proper,  even  milk  will  be  fafe  and  re- 
commendable,  of  the  lighter  fort,  pro¬ 
vided  it  be  mixed  with  Seller  water. 
We  fhould  porfue  this  method  for  fome 
time,  fo  as  to  diflodge  the  bile  entire¬ 
ly  from  every  part  of  the  liver.  Cha¬ 
lybeate  waters,  and  riding  on  horfe- 
back,  continued  for  a  full  month  at 
lead,  will  contribute  greatly  towards  the 
cure.  Under  thefe  circumftances  we 
fhould  be  extremely  careful  how  we  di¬ 
rect  blitters*. 


C  H  A  P.  •  XXVI. 

Cure  of  the  fourth  remote  Caufe. 

THE  finer  parts  of  the  blood  being 
vitiated  and  conveyed  into  the 
fmalleft  veffels  and  nerves,  when  once 
they  reach  the  abdominal  vifcera,  and  af- 

fedl  the  fympathic  nerves,  will  bring  on 
naufea,  anxiety,  vomit,  belching,  pain* 
convullions,  and  a  long  train  of  ills,  which 
accompany  the  colic,  and  often  the  gout, 
or  rheumatifm,  brought  on  by  the  fame 
caufe,  though  in  a  lefs  degree.  They 
both  deftroy  the  nerves,  caufe  intolera¬ 
ble  pain,  and  after  a  long  feries  of  mi** 
fery  and  torture,  end  in  a  pally. 

If -the  patient  be  of  a  full,  plethoric 
habit,  and  flrong  in  confutation,  bleed  j 
otherwife  decline  it. 

,  Sharp  purges  in  this  cafe  are  dange¬ 
rous  ;  vomits  almoil  abfolutely  fatal :  the 

K  2  fub- 

. 
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fubtile  irritating  humor  fhould  be  repels 
led  towards  the  fkin  and  extremities- — . 
How  many  have  died  by  the  onfkilful 
management  of  empirics,  by  the  prepo- 
fterous  ufe  of  the  lancet,and  of  the  rougher 
purges,  &c. ! 

Large  bliflers  fhould  be  immediately 
laid  on  the  calves  of  the  legs,  which 
fhould  be  kept  open  ^  next  apply  cupping 
glafles  to  the  foies  of  the  feet,  which  re¬ 
peat  night  and  morning ;  after  thefe  are 
removed,  clap  on  plaiflers  of  galbanum* 
The  thighs,  legs,  and  feet,fhould  be  gent¬ 
ly  and  warmly  fomented,  and  the  upper 
parts  fhould  alfo  be  kept  moderately 
warm. 

The  abdomen  fhould  be  covered  with 
a  dry,  warm,  and  foft  bag,  fluffed  with 
camomile  and  elder  flowers,  and  this 
fhould  be  renewed  every  three  hours, 
day  and  night  conflantly. 

The  inteflines  fhould  be  moved  with 
lenient  clyflers,  and  mild  eccoprotics ; 

though 
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though  the  bowels  indeed  are  of  them- 
felves  fufficiently  foluble,  provided  the 
convulfions  be  removed. 

Milk  and  water,  milk  of  affes,  mares, 
or  goats,  are  of  excellent  ufe  ;  there  is 
not  a  difeafe  in  which  it  is  more  happily 
given  than  in  this. 

When  the  pains  are  eafed,  in  order  to 
recover  ftrength  and  reftore  the  tone  of 
theinteftines,a  glafs  of  a  fmooth  generous 
wine  may  be  allowed,  given  in  frequent 
but  very  fmall  quantities  :  all  (harp,  acrid, 
or  faline  things  muft  be  avoided. 

Riding  on  horfeback  is  very  inftrumen- 
tal  towards  a  recovery,  provided  the  air 
be  neither  damp  or  cold. 

The  body  fhould  be  fo  cloathed  or  co¬ 
vered  as  to  promote  an  equable  perfpira- 
tion.  Relapfes  frequently  happen  from 
an  obftrudted  perfpiration. 


jri 
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CHAR  XXVII. 

Cure  of  the  fifth  remote  Caufe* 

T  HEN  the  contents  of  the  abdo- 
w  v  men  are  conftringed  with  cold, 
and  the  perfpirable  excrementitious  hu¬ 
mor  is  repelled  upon  the  vifcera,  it  in¬ 
jures  the  mild  juices,  which  defend  the 
nervous  papilla?,  by  Its  acrimony  $  and 
brings  on  enormous  colic  pains,  together 
with  all  the  melancholy  oonfequences 
which  attend  that  difeafe. 

Tho’  ftrongconflitutions  may  frequent¬ 
ly  furmount  thefe  mifchiefs,  weak  and 

puny  ones  will  be  greatly  tried  by  them. 
Pleeding,  therefore,  will  feldom  be  indi¬ 
cated,  though  it  may  fometimes  be  ne- 
ceflary.  In  this  cafe  it  is  the  bufinefs  of 
a  prudent  phyfician  to  confider  the  ftate 
of  his  patient’s  ftrength  and  urgency  of 
the  fymptoms,  before  he  has  recourfe  to 

the 
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the  lancet.  Rough  purges  and  fir  on  g 
vomits  are  very  injurious.  They  irritate, 
and  confequendy  aggravate  the  fpafm, 
which  brings  on  a  terrible  train  of  fymp- 
toms,  and  an  univerfal  convulfion.  The 
mildeft  oily  ecccprotics  are  here  requifite. 
Blifters,and  thofe  pretty  large  ones,fjhould 
be  immediately  applied  to  the  abdomen, 
and  kept  on  according  to  the  exigency  of 
the  diforder  :  cupping  glaffes  alfo  are  of 
great  ufe.  Emollient  clyfters,  with  the 
infufion  of  camomile  flowers,  are  to  be 
injedted  frequently.— A  half  grain  of  opi¬ 
um,  and  one  grain  of  carriphire,  may  be 
fafely  given  every  three  hours,  in  cafe  the 
pains  be  violent,  with  a  large  draught  of 
an  infufion  of  faffafras.  Warm  fuiphur 
baths  are  here  of  excellent  ufe,  and  pre¬ 
ferable  to  every  other  application,  and 

laftly  great  care  is  neceffary  to  promote 
perfpiration. 

■  \  * 
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CHAP.  XXVIII. 

'  ‘ v  \  ..r 

Cure  of  the  Jixth  remote  Caufe . 

AL  L  the  humors  being  greatly  hurt 
by  a  fait,  alcaline  acid,  and  fcor- 
butic  acrimony,  will  bring  on  the  moft 
horrid  pains  of  the  limbs,  and  violent 
colics,  attended  with  a  total  relaxation  of 
the  limbs.  There  is  not  perhaps  a  dif- 
eafe  fo  obftinate  or  fo  difficult  of  cure  as 
this  :  for  it  is  not  only  that  the  mucus 
of  the  bowels  is  abraded  as  in  other  colic 
complaints,  but  the  very  humors  which 
conftitute  this  mucus  are  vitiated  and  en^ 
tirely  deftroyed.  It  muft  be  oblerved,  that 
it  is  the  very  nature  of  the  feurvy  to  de- 
ftrpy  the  mucilaginous  parts  of  the  blood, 
and  to  obftruft  all  the  mucous  glands  of 
the  body  in  their  office.  Hence  the  ftiffnef? 
of  limbs,  more  efpecially  in  their  articu¬ 
lations,  and  fharp  darting  night  pains. 

Phyfi- 
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Phyficians  univerfally  agree  that  bleed¬ 
ing  in  this  cafe  is  deftrudfive:  experience 
farther  confirms  this  practice  ;  for  the  va¬ 
pid  acrimonious  humors  eafily  putrifying, 
the  more  they  are  robbed  of  their  red 
parts,  the  more  do  they  become  acrid  and 
putrefcent.  Nor  mu  ft  we  be  milled  by  the 
florid  countenance  of  fome  fcorbutic  peo¬ 
ple,  which  feemingly  denotes  a  pletho¬ 
ric  fulnefs  ;  nor  is  it  much  to  be  wonder¬ 
ed  at,  that  fcorbutic  patients  frequently 
become  hydropic. 

Here  we  are  to  have  repeated  recourfe 
to  oleaginous,  foft,  and  emollient  fomen¬ 
tations,  with  which  the  abdominal  parts 
are  to  be  thoroughly  well  fomented.  All 
acrid  and  rough  purges  are  of  bad  ten¬ 
dency  ;  for  the  mucus, which  defends  the 
nervous  papillae  of  the  tunica  villofa,  is 
not  only  deficient,  but  whatever  ftill  re- 
mains  of  it  in  the  firft  paffages  is  fo  acri¬ 
monious,  as  furprizingly  to  irritate  the 
nerves,  and  by  that  means  to  convulfe  the 

ge- 
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genus  nervofum  of  the  inteflines  by  con- 
lent.- — -The  beft  remedy  is  manna,  caffia, 
and  oleum  amygdalinum,  to  which  may 
be  added  occaiionally  feme  gum  traga- 
canth,  gum  arabic,  &c.  drinking  upon 
it  fome  frelh  whey.— And  this  fliould 
be  continued  till  the  belly  becomes  fo- 
luble. 

'  * 

Though  blifters  are  not  abfclutely  ne- 
ceffary,  efpecially  while  the  violent  pains 
continue,  yet  are  they  not  entirely  to  be 
laid  aiide 3  for  while  they  are  kept  open, 
they  relieve  the  violence  of  the  pain,  and 
-  adt  as  i flues,  by  draining  off  the  noxious 
humors.  A  fpontaneous  fupervening  ul¬ 
cer  of  the  leg  has  often  relieved  this  dife 
cafe.  The  pain  once  furmounted,  our 
next  bufinefs  fhould  be  to  cure  the  fcurvy, 
and  prevent  arelapfe:  for,  unlefs  we  re^ 
move  the  caufe,  the  effedt  mult  neceffa- 
rily  remain.  To  treat  this  difeafe  pro¬ 
perly  and  with  judgment  and  fuccefs,  is 
far  from  being  an  eafy  talk 3  and  the  difk 
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ficulty  chiefly  arifes  from  its  being  ende¬ 
mic.  The  hydra’s  head  will  be  for  ever 

fpringing  up  a-new. —Change  of  air  and 
climate  is  more  particularly  neceflary  in 
this  difeafe. 

Medicated  fprings  may  for  that  very 
reafon  have  their  ufe,  efpecialJy  when 
drank  at  the  fountain  head.— The  air  at 
thofe  places  is,  in  general,  more  healthy, 
gives  vigor  to  the  patient,  and  contributes 
greatly  to  the  virtues  of  the  water  $  the 
ehalybeates  are  the  bell, 

C  H  A  P.  XXIX, 

Cure  of  the  feventh  remote  Caufe . 

A  Mixture  of  earth  with  the  thick 
oily  fubftance  of  the  blood,  de¬ 
prived  of  its  moil  benign  parts,  is  the 
principal  caufe  of  melancholy :  this,  by 
its  tenacity  and  acrimony,  whilft  it  is 
lodged  in  the  hypochondriac  veffels,  me- 

fentery, 
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fentery,  and  inteftines,  continually  irri¬ 
tates  the  nerves,  and  is  produdtive  of  the  . 
rnoft  terrible  fpafms  and  obftinate  excru¬ 
ciating  pains.  It  is,  however,  obferva- 
ble  that  colic  pains  in  melancholy  fub- 
jedts,  are  not  fo  fharp,  though  the  fenfe 
of  oppreflion  and  anxiety  is  very  great. 

I  have  feen  many,  who,  tho*  they  fcarce 
ever  complained  of  pain,  yet  after  long 
continued  anxiety  became  paralytic.  May 
not  this  happen  becaufe  the  nerves  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  the  inteftines  (the  papillse  re¬ 
maining  uninjured)  are  in  a  continual 
fpafmodic  ftate,  and  therefore  almoft  lofe 
the  fenfibility  of  any  ftridture  ?  This  is 
very  certain  that  the  pain  is  nothing 
equal  either  to  the  conftipation  of  the 
bowels  or  palfy. 

Bleeding  is  very  ufelefs  here;  and  as  the 
caufe  is  not  recent,  rough  purges  muft  be 
avoided,  forafmuch  as  they  greatly  irri¬ 
tate  the  nerves,  excite  perturbations,  at 
the  fame  time  that  they  do  not  carry  off* 

the 
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the  pitchy  matter.  Vomits  are  equally 
noxious.  An  emollient  fomentation  with 
foap  fhould  be  applied  to  the  whole  ab¬ 
domen  ,  and  a  fmooth  oily  clyfter  with 
a  fmall  quantity  of  honey  frequently  re¬ 
peated. — Gentle  eccoprotics,  joined  with 
the  juice  of  beccabunga,  or  fome  fuch 
like  faponaceous  juice,  fhould  be  admini- 
ftered,  provided  the  naufea  will  permit 
it.  If  tb^re  be  a  flight  acrimony  it  may 
be  eafily  removed  by  directing  draughts 
of  whey  mixed  with  the  fyr.  rof.  folutiv. 
Whey  is  of  great  excellency  in  this  difor- 
order.  Diredt  warm  baths,  in  which  let 
the  emollient  herbs  be  boiled,  with  a  light 
folution  of  foap. 

If  notwithflanding  this,  the  patient  ftill 
continues  coflive,  tub  the  whole  abdo¬ 
men  with  the  unguent,  arthanitae  every 
three  hours,  proceeding  at  the  fame  time 
in  the  fame  manner  with  the  abovemen- 
tioned  things. 


When 
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When  the  body  is  foluble  have  re-* 
courfe  to  the  warm  acidulae,  exercife  on 
horfeback,  and  conftant  fridtion,  efpeci^ 
ally  of  the  abdomen. 

CHAP.  XXX. 

Cure  of  the  eighth  remote  Caufe * 

THE  pafnons  of  the  mind  have  ail 
amazing  effect  on  the  very  tender 
and  delicate  bodies  of  hypochondriac  and 
hyfteric  people,  whofe  nerves  are  fo  ve¬ 
ry  irritable  as  to  conftringe  the  exhaling 
and  inhaling  veffeis  of  the  membrana 
villofa,  and  prevent  fecretion  and  excre¬ 
tion.  The  papilla,  deprived  of  their  lu¬ 
bricating  mucus,  will  be  furprizingly  irri¬ 
tated,  and  bring  on  epileptic  fits,  and  this 
more  particularly  if  they  have  been  much 
hurt  by  brifkand  acrid  medicines.  Bleed¬ 
ing  in  this  cafe  would  be  immediately 
fatal,  rough  purges  and  vomits  highly 
dangerous,  great  caution  is  here  very 
c  necef- 
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neceffary.  The  mind  as  well  as  the  body 
fhould  be  kept  extremely  ftill  and  quiet, 
and  the  patient  moved  into  a  dark  room 
free  front  all  noifo  c  opiates  are  neceflary 

in  order  to  calm  the  too  much  hurried 
fpirits. 

Warm  pediluvia,  plaifters  to  the  foies 
of  the  feet,  and  cupping  glaffes,  are  very 
neceffary  and  proper,  and  fo  are  warm 
and  emollient  fomentations,  both  inter-' 
nal  as  well  as  external,  applied  to  the 
abdomen. 

In  cafe  of  convulfive  twitchings,  bli¬ 
tters  may  be  laid  on  the  calves  of  the 
legs ;  but  they  muff  not  be  very  fharp, 
for  the  very  acrid  falts  of  the  flies,  fhould 
they  penetrate  too  deep,  would  irritate 
the  delicate  tender  nerves  too  much,  and 
fo  bring  on  the  very  pains  we  ought  to 
prevent. — This  may  appear  extraordina¬ 
ry  to  the  young  unwary  pradlitioner, 
but  experience,  neverthelefs,  enforces  the 
truth  of  this  obfervation. 

— .  A 

Affes 
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Alfes  milk,  and  milk  and  water,  fliould 
be  drank  conftantly,  in  which  univerfal- 
ly  dilTolve  fmall  quantities  of  very  pure 
manna.  When  the  belly  is  foluble,  ex¬ 
hibit  paregorics  fparingly  :  the  leaft  er¬ 
ror  now  becomes  of  confequence. 

Laftly,  ftrengthen  the  nerves  with  bal- 
famic,  nervous,  though  not  fpirituous 
medicines;  direfl:  the  refin  of  the  bark 
with  fugar  in  fmall  dofes,  and  thofe 
often  repeated,  drinking  affes  milk  up¬ 
on  it. 

C  H  A  P.  XXXI. 

The  Cure  of  the  Paljy. 

IF  the  pains  become  either  naturally 
or  artificially  more  chronic,  and  the 
convulfions  continue,  for  want  of  that 
very  fine  vapor  exhaling  between  the 
nerves  and  their  coverings,  the  more  di- 
ftant  nerves  will  gradually  harden,  in  like 

manner  as  the  tendons,  which,  being 

dry. 
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dry,  adhere  to  the  coats,  and  become  ri¬ 
gid  and  motionlefs  ;  and  thus  they  both 
of  them  lofe  their  organic  adion. 

The  relaxation  of  the  limbs  in  the 
fcurvy,  which  fo  frequently  occurs,  arifes 
from  a  deficiency  of  the  lubricating  juice 
of  the  nerves  and  tendons  ;  this  clearly 
accounts  for  the  proximate  caufe,  fuccef- 
J  five  progrefs,  and  different  gradations  of 
the  pally. — Hence  alfo  we  are  made  to 
underhand  why  a  palfy  is  fo  difficult  of 
cure,  and  why  often  incurable. 

The  above  inftituted  method  will  not 

effect  a  cure  in  this  cafe  ;  for  tho’  every 

* 

thing  that  ought  to  have  been  done  with 
refpeft  to  the  abdomen  has  not  been 
wanting,  we  ffiall  ftill  find  the  nerves 
and  injured  tendons  by  no  means  reftor- 
ed,  and  the  limbs  continue  relaxed  ;  and 
tho’  the  caufe  of  tht  cohcbt  overcome, yet 
are  the  effeds  to  be  cured  by  fome  differ¬ 
ent  means. 


t 
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If  the  cafe  be  recent,  and  has  not  taken 
too  deep  root,  we  may  reftore  the  organic 
powers  by  emollients,  fomentations,  fric¬ 
tion,  motion,  vellicants,  concutients,  &c. 
Wrap  up  the  limbs  in  the  hot  fmoaking 
entrails  of  animals. This  warm  fouls,  which 
is  fuperior  to  any  other,  fhould  be  fre¬ 
quently  repeated.  Sulphur baths  aiemoft 
admirable  :  the  waters  of  Bath  both  in¬ 
ternally  as  well  as  externally  ufed,  are  of 
wonderful  efficacy  in  almoft  every  fym- 
ptom  of  the  Colica  Pictonum  ;  but 
in  the  palfy  arifing  from  it  more  efpecially. 
This  is  happily  experienced  by  numbers 
of  patients  who  refort  hither  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  is  further  illuftrated  by  the 
books  of  our  hofpital,  where  I  find  in  the 
year  1762  nine  cured,  eleven  much  better ; 
in  the  year  1763  twelve  cured ,  /even  much 
better. 

It  will  not,  I  hope,  be  thought  im¬ 
proper  here  to  obferve  the  difficulties', 
the  phyficiam,  as  well  as  the Jprings  lie 

under 
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under  from  the  ill-managed  or  ill-advifed 
method  mod  people  purfue  at  this  place, 
who  flint  t'hemfelves  to  time,  which  they 
aieafure  out  as  tney  do  their  glades :  and 
it  (as  indeed  no  other  can  be  .well  expell¬ 
ed)  no  immediate  benefit  arifes,  the  doc¬ 
tor  and  the  waters  are  charged  with  the 
confequence.  Chrome  cafes  require  pati¬ 
ence  and  perfeverance :  our  waters  are 
Jpeafcaliy ,  not  miraculoujly  falubrious. 

The  fecond  difficulty  is,  that  people 
are  fent  hither  too  often  in  the  very  lad: 
ftages  of  the  difeafe.  Aretasus  very  juftly 

remarks,  ^  t ti<n  Xpovinvt  vwoirt,  h  &//£oah  t n? 
tYtr pe/ng,  K&KOV-  V7T  yap,  ojcsaas/  s?  ctnr 

tes-A  TsahscL.  §v<nwns  cip  aft  izyju^  co$  un  pmft&f 
cnrotpoiTYKTcLh  nr  kjCclk am,  cnirdL?.  uv  fe  x,cti  ZKc Pndvnb 
X?om  zapTspct  55 "fit/,  kci/  ^uvctwcOvHcrze/y  y/yverai 

XOTi.  K  A I  T  CL  (TlMUp  A  yfsVCdV  'ZTOMTeLi  f  /  Af^iet(\ 

zvr  to  nrQoirBev  55  mvfvrov  Acr/rz;  «,  0  tok<&  tcov  S'i 
ytyviTcti  sAeQp/G^.  yjn  cor ,  /wits  t or  vouzovta  aiynt 
n  AiS'ot  t a  sas yx*  rut  vxm,  (j.n fe  vTroftfpncnutv  feU 


TH{  itiTpe/Hf.  fy-nre  ror  inrpov  hatcluCka^dziv.  apm 

yap  Sf  TO  &VYIK* TOV  %VVcLfol.  M5T5^5T5 pO/  cT«  t«W 

swtw.  yf  Ayvwins  ts  7»y  'TatpewrWj  ^ct/  T«r 


L 


2 


sc’o/z.s- 
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i(Toy.<cVCt)V)  Z?  TZhC$  I'wS'lCllTZOV T&1  Ttt  WdCC-  ZTl  yctf 
'TO  id  l  date  IT  Old  1-)  XTZ  oKhVVZOVT&l,  «T£  oppSdJ'ZXdt  Set-* 

V&TOV’  S'ICL  T&  UV  lllTpa  dtpzctf  ctVTKf  «JS’  £<3r/Tp€- 
*; rudr - -  *. 

,  v 

cc  It  is  wrong,  fays  he,  in  chronical 
diforders  to  poftpone  medicinal  applica¬ 
tion  $  for  by  fuch  delays  the  patient  may 
contract  fo  had  a  habit,  as  to  become  in¬ 
curable  :  and  it  unfortunately  happens, 
that  when  thefe  difeafes  have  once  taken 

hold,  they  feldom  are  removed,  and  this 
more  particularly  if  they  have  been  too 
long  negledted,  for  they  then  take  fuch 
loot,  as  muff  neceffarily  end  in  death. 
Thus  difeafes  trifling  in  themfelves  (in 
the  beginning)  are  productive  of  very 
dangerous  confequences,  and  tho’  they 
at  firfl  h  ave  no  threatnlng  appearances, 
they  will  in  time  inevitably  deftroy  the 
patient.  Ic  is  incumbent,  therefore,  on 
every  perfon  fo  afflicted,  not  to  fuffer  mo - 
dejlyoxfear  to  get  fo  much  the  better  of 

*  Xf( wiuv  ttccQuv  |3*£a.  u.  7rpoei{Aiov.  y.z$,  a» 
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them,  as  to  conceal  their  diforder,  and 
to  negledt  timely  affiftance ;  and  it  is 
likewife  the  duty  of  th zphyfician,  as  foon 
as  he  is  applied  to,  to  ufe  every  pofiible 
and  direct  means  to  relieve  his  patient ;  an 
error  in  either  of  thefe  cafes,  muft  be  at¬ 
tended  with  very  difagreeable  circum- 
ftances.  It  lometimes  happens  indeed, 
that  the  patient  is  under  no  apprehenfi- 
ons  (as  he  feels  no  pains  or  ill-conveni¬ 
ence)  from  his  diforder,  and  therefore  is 
in  no  hafte  to  call  in  his  phyfician.” 

Can  there  be  any  thing  more  abfurd  and 
ridiculous  than  to  expect,  that  a  diforder, 
under  which  we  have  laboured  for  many 
years,  fhould  be  removed  in  as  many 
weeks?  And  that  probably  after  the  bo¬ 
dy  has  been  harraffed  and  enervated  by 
long,  tedious,  and  excruciating  pains  ? 

In  order  therefore  to  render  thefe  waters 
effedtual,  (fo  far  as  human  art  can  effedt 
it)  the  patient  (hould  be  determined  in  his 
refolution,  not  only  to  be  well  advifed, 

but 
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but  to  be  guided  by  that  advice . — He 
mu  ft  at  the  fame  time  diveft  himfelf  of 
every  confideration  of  bufinefs,  fully  in¬ 
tent  upon  his  thorough  cure  :  what  one 
month  will  not  effedt,  two  may,  and  fo  on 
in  proportion  to  the  nature  of  the  dilor- 
der,  and  its  previous  duration .  To  this  it 
may  be  objected  ;  that  many  people  have 
it  not  in  their  power  to  acquiefce  in  this, 
their  vocations,  or  circumftances  not  ad¬ 
mitting  of  a  very  long  ftay. — Such  indeed 
are  to  be  pitied  ;  but  they  had  better  not 
come ,  than  put  themfelves  to  unneceffary 
expences,  in  purfuit  of  half  recoveries ,  or 
rather  no  recoveries  at  all.  I  would  not 
be  underftood  to  mean  this  in  all  Bath 
cafes,  but  in  fuch  only  as  have  been  of  a 
very  confiderable  ftanding,  and  where 
the  poor  patients  may  truly,  and  in  the 
full  extent  of  the  word,  be  laid  to  be  in¬ 
valids  :  another  caution  I  would  recom¬ 
mend  to  tbefe ,  is,  not  to  come  during  the 
very  cold  months ;  Aprils  May ,  and  June , 
o  -  the 
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the  latter  end  of  Augujl ,  all  September  and 
October,  are  the  properefl;  leafons  for 
them.  It  is  needlefs  to  fay  more  upon 
this  fubjedf,  which  has  already  been 
fo  fenfibly  treated  by  my  very  learned  and 
ingenious  friend  dodtor  Oliver. 

Foreftus  declares,  that  after  trying  vari¬ 
ous  methods,  he  never  found  any  anfwer 
fo  well,  in  a  pally  occafioned  from  the 
Colic  A  Pictonum,  as  the  water  of  Aix. 
Fridtion  with  napkins  or  flannels,  which 
are  not  too  coarfe,  cannot  be  too  much 
infilled  upon,  as  they  are  of  infinite  fer~ 
vice. 

Twice  a  day  or  oftener,  if  the  patient 
can  bear  it,  rub  the  limb  with  the  un¬ 
guent.  nervin.  or  martiate  with  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  balfam  peruv.  Oily  liniments  I 
prefer  to  the  fpirituous.  The  gums  long 
continued  and  repeated  in  fmall  dofes 
have  wonderful  good  effedts,  fuch  as  gal- 
banum,  fagapenum,  opopanax,  ammonia- 
cum,  joined  with  the  balfam.  e  Mecca, 
or  Peru.  •  Smooth, 


/ 
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Smooth,  generous  and  balfamic  wines, 
given  fparingly,  are  of  good  ufe,  fuch  as 
Canary,  Madeira  ;  but  the  Greek  wines 
are  by  much  the  beft.  Nothing,  how¬ 
ever,  is  more  effedual  than  a  change  of 
air,  provided  it  be  dry,  temperate,  and 
healthy.  A  cold  and  moift  air  woulibe 
hurtfuL 


finis. 
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41.  I.  16.  r.  eight  days.  p.  49.  1.  1 1 .  for  immensely  r.  «r- 
tremelv  p.  C4- 1.  6.  for  tremor  r.  tremors,  p.  66.  I.  4.  X. 
”p,  72  1.  21.  r.  affea.  p.  75-  1-  >4-  tranfua" 

76.  1  P5.  r.  attended,  p  77-  1-  9-  r-  and  contraBed. 

1.  2o.  for  lay  r.  lie.  p.  83. 1.  15.  r.  the  whole  contents,  p. 
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